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Happy New Year!

The Australian Seniors Computer Clubs Association President, Board of
Directors, Staff, Project Officers and Volunteers extend to you all every good
wish for a very happy New Year for both western and Chinese New Year.
I would like to make a special mention of Jean Martin Jean has provided untold hours of dedication to ASCCA
lessons for many, many years, Jean managed to
transition to all online lessons with great ease at the
height of the pandemic.
Jean has now retired from her paid trainer's position with ASCCA, but in true
ASCCA style will remain as an active volunteer with the organisation on a
reduced schedule. We would like to take this opportunity to thank Jean for her
total support of ASCCA in so many ways.
Thankyou to all of our Clubs, supporters and stakeholders in advance for your
continued support throughout 2022. We will remain connected, as always, and
look forward to working with you all throughout the year.
Kind regards,
Jenny
Jennifer Willcox
President
Australian Seniors Computer Clubs Association
Main Contact: 0434 857 222

P: 08 9840 1153 | M: 0400 50 40 95
E: jenniferwillcox@ascca.org.au | ascca@ascca.org.au
W: www.ascca.org.au | www.swade.org.au
FB: https://www.facebook.com/ASCCAau

Welcome New Members

Brentwood Computer Club,
Kincumber NSW
Open to people who live in Brentwood Village,
other retirement villages on Central Coast of
NSW and the local community.

Safer Internet Day 2022
Safer Internet Day 2022 is coming
up on Tuesday 8 February 2022. It's
been a bumpy start to the year, and
we know there are more challenges
ahead as we negotiate home, work
and school priorities.
Thank you to everyone who has
signed up so far. Your support is
coming from all corners of the

country and it's so inspiring.

If you're yet to sign up this year, please join us as an official 2022 supporter.
We encourage you to share this video message from eSafety Commissioner
Julie Inman Grant and the campaign materials with your community. Let’s show
the world there's no place for abuse or discrimination and that we can all
#PlayitFairOnline.

For You and the Grandkids - Virtual Classroom for
Safer Internet Day
Our education team has created a special Virtual Classroom event for Safer
Internet Day 2022. Be an eSafe Kid: your voice counts starts on 7 February
2022 and looks at how students can use their voice to make things better online
for themselves and others.

New Online Safety Act 2021

A message from E-Safety Commissioner, Julie Inman-Grant
On 23 January 2022, we welcomed the commencement of the Online Safety Act, which
provides additional protections for Australians in the fight against online harms.

The Online Safety Act 2021 brings some big changes, including a world-first

Adult Cyber Abuse Scheme to protect Australians aged over 18, and a broader
Cyberbullying Scheme for Australian children to capture harms that occur on
online services other than social media.
The eSafety Commissioner (eSafety) now also has the authority to order
service providers to remove illegal and restricted content – including child
sexual exploitation material and terrorist content – no matter where it is hosted.
The Online Safety Act 2021 has significant implications for online service
providers because it makes them more accountable for the online safety of
people who use their service.
eSafety is here to help and we offer a wealth of resources.
For advice and support, I encourage you to visit esafety.gov.au. You’ll find
details about what the Online Safety Act 2021 is and what it means for
Australians who use online platforms and services.
Yours faithfully,
Julie Inman-Grant
eSafety Commissioner
For more details on the new Act - please click here

Events - Training Calendar

Jean is ready for a new year of
learning online!
February has two sessions
scheduled - Windows 10 Data
Security and Audio Books and
Podcasts

GENERAL TOPIC $20
Windows 10 Data Security *
Tuesday, 15th February 12:30 — 3:00 p.m. AEDT* 2½ hours, incl. break
SPECIALISED TOPIC $10
Audiobooks & Podcasts *

Monday, 28th February 12:30 — 3:00 p.m. AEDT* 2½ hours, incl. break
ASCCA is now calling for expressions-of-interest in March's on-line classes,
designed for seniors. Please click here to complete the online form and submit
your requested topic/s. A confirmation of your place and more details about the
class/es will be sent nearer the dates.
You can find all details using the link in the button below.
Training Schedule February 2022

Scott's Accessibility

The Consumer Electronics Show (CES) is the
world’s largest consumer technology exhibition
and showcases the products likely to appear in
our shops in the coming months, which Alex will
cover in his article further into the eNews,
in addition to the general consumer info there’s
also some great disability-specific products
that are worthy of attention.
First up is the Deep Optics 32ºN adaptive focus sunglasses. Fed up having to
carry around different sets of glasses for different occasions? What if glasses
could self-focus to your prescription and instantly change from reading glasses,
to everyday glasses and then to prescription sunglasses? This is the promise
of these amazing smartglasses. The glasses work by adapting their focus with
a simple touch. Swipe your finger across the frames’ temple piece and the lens
itself can adjust the prescription thanks to its pixelated liquid crystal layers that
respond to a built-in processor. The accompanying app can make modifications
to the amount of magnification, and even test your vision to see if your
prescription might need changing. The glasses will cost about $700.
The second great product is the Eargo 6 hearing aids with Mask Mode. While
hearing aids have been around for a long time, this one has a mask mode that
compensates for people sounding muffled when wearing a mask due to

COVID-19 requirements. The new model costs about $4,135.
Finally if a new wheelchair is of interest, the Whill Model Fi - thin and light
motorised wheelchair may be of interest. Traditionally motorised wheelchairs
are great for getting around, but can be bulky and heavy. This chair promises to
be light and compact enough to put into a car. The cost is estimated to be about
$4,060 on release. These are just a few of some of the standout accessibility
products this year and I’ll keep you updated on other things as the year
progresses.

Dr Scott Hollier
ASCCA Director - Accessibility

Brett's Scam Watch

Beware of QR code scams!
As we become used to scanning and checking-in,
the bad eggs out there have realised this is just
another way to get hold of our hard-earned
money!

Yip, QR Code Scams are now starting to happen. So what exactly does it
entail?
These criminals are replacing or adding QR codes at places where we expect
to see them and then diverting the scan to their website. Here is a couple of
examples. In some cities, you can pay for parking by scanning a QR code and
entering your credit card details. Makes sense, each code is unique, therefore it
is linked to that parking. The problem is, that when you scan the code, you are
directed to a "look-a-like" website that not only takes the payment for the
"parking" but also captures your card details for the scammers to use
elsewhere.
Another example; When at a restaurant and you want to order take away, there
is now a QR code to scan that will bring up the menu and ordering system. It is
super easy for a scammer to place their QR in the place of the one the

restaurant has placed outside for you to order from.
So what to look for?
When the URL (website address) opens up - read it!
If you are at a KFC, the website should take you to KFC. This is not fool proof
and some of these establishments have outsourced to other companies like
"Mr. Yum".
If you are concerned, or better yet, vigilant, ask the restaurant what the site
looks like and compare.
Unfortunately, this is a very clever scam and one I am afraid will catch (and has
already caught) a lot of unsuspecting people, they rely on us being in a rush
and not being diligent. As always, when doing things online, be vigilant, careful
and take it slowly, it's not a race.
Stay safe online
Brett Levy
ASCCA Director - Marketing

Alex's Tech Tips

Vital updates to install, CES 2022 and more...

Wow, it's already February 2022, and this is the
decade we'll see even greater changes than ever
before!

First, let me say that there are new OS updates for your iPhone, iPad, iPod
touch, Apple TV, HomePod and Mac - and they fix important security
vulnerabilities, and must be installed for your security and safety, so please
make sure you update these devices.
The same goes for Windows 10 and 11, Android phones (is yours out of date

and needs not just updating, but replacing?), your smart TV and all of your
other devices, including your home Wi-Fi router - updates are important, and
they protect you from hackers, ransomware, zero day vulnerabilities and
more.
Get the help of tech savvy friends, siblings, children or grandchildren, and if
needed, find a reputable tech support company to help you, too, such as the
Geeks 2 U people or anyone else - and ask around your club if you need help
to find someone trustworthy.
There are also a stack of dodgy SMS messages going out to phones around
Australia telling you that you have a missed parcel that hasn't arrived, or "why
is this video of you on the Internet?" or some other somewhat plausible
sounding reason for you to click.
If you do click and your phone operating system isn't up to date, the
subsequent link can take advantage of known security vulnerabilities in out of
date operating systems that users just haven't updated, so please - update your
devices and take this seriously.
It's also vitally important to back up your computer and devices - your photos,
emails, documents, even your browser bookmarks and more. Whether you use
Acronis Cyber Protect Home Office, Norton 360 Internet Security, Dropbox,
iCloud, OneDrive or some other service, as well as physical backups onto hard
disks and SSDs - please back up your data!

CES - Consumer Electronics Show

I want to thank ASCCA for being one of the supporters of my trip to CES 2022
in Las Vegas, the Consumer Electronics Show, which is the largest and most
influential tech show in the world.
I will send out a separate email with links to all of the information and videos
that I saw at CES, and while the number of exhibitors was halved compared
with 2020, and the number of visitors was one quarter of those who attended
the physical CES 2020 event, this was much better than 2021, when the entire
event was virtual and there were no physical attendees at all due to the
pandemic.
In short, however, CES saw a lot of activity
around wireless power, health and wellness
technologies, which includes some accessibility
tech, lots of electric cars, robots, consumer
electronics, educational products, tech for pets
and much more, and a separate email will share
my findings and videos - there's a lot of great
tech out there!

Pay for one, get them all?

I read a fascinating article that explained how you can pay for just one
streaming service per month, yet get access to all of the streaming content out
there.
Of course, there are plenty of free streaming services - all of the free-to-air
streaming services from the major TV channels are there, and they're free - the
only thing is they come with ads, but that is just following the free-to-air TV
model.
Other free services include TubiTV.com, Plex.tv as well as Kanopy.com, with
Kanopy needing you to have a free library card from your local library.
So, how do you watch all of the paid streaming services but pay for just
one a month?
Simple - you just subscribe to ONE service in a month, say Netflix, and watch
all of the content you want during that month, and then before the month is
over, you cancel the service.
Then, the next month, you subscribe to a different paid streaming service, say
Disney+. You've then got an entire month to watch all of the old and new
content that is there.
Before the month is over, you cancel Disney+, and then you subscribe to Stan
for a month, and watch all of that content during the month.
As each month goes by, you end up cycling through all of the different services
out there, watching all of the new content, but instead of paying for several
streaming services at the same time, you're only subscribed to one service per
month.
This can represent major savings, while giving you a TON of new content to
watch on each service when, a few months later, you sign back up to the first
service again.
Look, if money is no object, feel free to subscribe to all of the services at the
same time, but this can add up to hundreds of dollars per year, so you can truly
save some serious money, while keeping up with all of the latest streaming
content.

To learn more about this concept, here's a great article from Jez Ford at What
Hi-Fi called "How to (legally) watch all of the streaming video services for the
price of one."

Change your passwords - Have I been pwned?
Pwned - it's the Internet slang for the word "owned". The "Have I Been Pwned"
website, lets you type in your email address to see if any data breaches on the
Internet have your email address and the password you used for that service
been leaked onto the Internet?
You can also sign up - free of charge - to get an email notification when a data
breach contains your email address.
Of course, the best thing to do is to always use a different password for every
online service that you use, and the best way to do that is to use a password
manager.
There are some free password managers but they usually limit the number of
free passwords you can use, but if you're in the Apple ecosystem, you can use
iCloud Keychain, and there's an official iCloud Keychain plugin you can use on
Windows computers for Google Chrome.
There's 1Password, Dashlane and a host of others - they cost money, but it's
worth it, so please consider it. You should also write your passwords down in a
book, and then keep that book in a safe place.
Cheers,

Alex Zaharov-Reutt
ASCCA Director - Promotions and Sponsorship

ASCCA Zoom Meeting

1pm AEDT, Friday 11 February 2022
So, let's keep safe in 2022, and I'll
see you at the next ASCCA Zoom

Main Meeting on Friday the 11th of
February. The December and
January meetings will be uploaded
to watch on ASCCA's YouTube
channel before then, apologies for
the delay.

Here's the invite:
Topic: February ASCCA Zoom Main Meeting
Time: Feb 11, 2022
1:00 PM ACT, NSW, VIC, TAS
12.30 PM SA
12:00 PM QLD
11.30 AM NT
10.00 AM WA
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86131447637?
pwd=bFpVUStXOWhxRWwxNG9GaUNsSGNRQT09
Meeting ID: 861 3144 7637
Passcode: 599789

Watch other ASCCA Zoom meetings at our YouTube Channel by clicking on the
image...

In Other News

Health Promotion Service for Older People
CPSA are inviting you to join free sessions! You can find out more on their
website - by clicking on this link.
You can follow CPSA on Facebook too - here's the link to their Facebook page!

Researcher seeking participants in South Australia
Dear Australian Seniors Computer Clubs Association,
My name is Daria Gutteridge and I am a PhD Candidate at the University of
South Australia (UniSA). I am currently working on a study at the Cognitive
Ageing and Impairment Neuroscience (CAIN) Laboratory, at the UniSA Magill
Campus (SA). The research study is investigating the relationship between
blood pressure fluctuations and memory function in 60 to 80 year-olds in South
Australia.
Please find the recruitment flyer here, it contains further information about the
study and study participation.
If you have any further questions in regards to this project, I can be contacted
through email: daria.gutteridge@mymail.unisa.edu.au or via phone: (08) 8302
1959.
Thank you for your time.
Kind regards,
Daria Gutteridge

Don't forget that the free Be Connected Digital Mentor training and Be
Connected support for 2022 is starting soon! This project is open to our
members and interested individuals from all around Australia until August.
Please feel free to share this information with your contacts if they might
be interested in up-skilling themselves, staff/volunteers to better support
older Aussies become more digitally confident!

Be Connected, is our Club eligible?
Good Things Foundation have their first round of Building Digital Skills
grants for 2022 opening at the end of January, so it's a great opportunity to
have a chat about how things have changed for the new rounds ... so if you’ve
never heard of it, or if you've previously had Be Connected funding, and are
wondering if your organisation would be eligible for this round, you can book
into one of the half hour intro sessions I have listed over the next couple of
weeks by using this link … sessions will be informal for information and
questions and answers and held via Zoom.
There are still some places in both February sessions - remember to check the
time zones though as we are promoting these throughout Australia and our five
plus (yes FIVE, more if we count the external territories!) time zones at the
moment.
Wednesday 2nd February 8:00am-3:30pm WST (11:00am-6:30pm AEDT)
Wednesday 15th February 9:30am- 5:00pm AEDT
If you're interested but not able to make either of these sessions, please email
me to let me know when would suit better and I will flag it for a future session.
The booking details should come up in your local time zone on this booking link

… Please find the information for you to book your attendees into below!
Our Be Connected Digital Mentor training
sessions are held via Zoom. Places are online
and ready to book!
I look forward to meeting some of you over the
next few weeks to help your club into Be
Connected projects in 2022!

Other Event info

Tickets on sale now!
Star studded Premier's Gala Concerts are back!
We are excited to announce that tickets for the 2022 Premier’s Gala Concerts
were made available from Friday 28 January.
In 2022 the concerts will be held on 30 and 31 March at theAware Super
Theatre at the International Convention Centre Sydney.
This year audiences will be treated to performances from some of Australia’s

best, including Phil Burton of Human Nature, Christine Anu, Shannon Noll,
Emma Pask, Gary Pinto andThe Diamonds.
If you can't make it to the concerts in person, you can enjoy the show from the
comfort of your own home via our event livestream, see registration details
below.
Premier's Gala Concerts are presented by the NSW Government and run as
part of the NSW Seniors Festival which takes place from 25 March - 3 April
2022.
Concert tickets: Tickets are on sale at 9am Friday 28 January. You can secure
your tickets by visiting Ticketek online using this link or by phoning Ticketek on
1300 130 613.
Livestream: To register for the livestream visit this site.
For more information visit this site.

Membership
Membership of ASCCA is open to all Seniors Computer Clubs, Organisations
with a membership including Seniors, and organisations that recognise the
value of computer technology for Seniors.

If your organisation and/or club fits one of these
categories and is interested in joining ASCCA
please go to our website www.ascca.org.au or
email office@ascca.org.au to find out how to start
a club; or read some of the advantages of joining
ASCCA if you are an existing club.
An Application Form for new clubs is available on the website, or by scanning
this QR code with your smartphone (we've also added a link to the QR code in
this email).
Membership Rates
As from 1st July 2021
ASCCA membership rates are:

Newsletter
Editor: Jenny Willcox
Email: ascca@ascca.org.au

50c per head per member registered

Newsletter Contributions:
communications@ascca.org.au

as at 30th June.
Contributions are most welcome.
Remember, this is YOUR
NEWSLETTER.

Rate includes GST
Corporate Membership also
welcome.

Please forward contributions by
email to the Editor.

DISCLAIMER: This newsletter is provided “as is” without warranty of any kind. Each
reader of the ASCCA newsletter assumes complete risk as to the accuracy and
subsequent use of its contents.
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