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We promised and we are delivering ....
Greetings to all our Newsletter readers and welcome to the new look ASCCA eNews!
Not only did we promise a new style Newsletter, but we stated we'd have new
style Membership forms, that need to be completed and submitted online.
Letters of invitation were sent to all affiliated member Clubs on 1st July. Once
submitted, an Invoice will be emailed charging the fee appropriate to the
membership base as at 30th June.
1st July saw ASCCA operating wholly in the digital space. It was no mean feat
getting to this point - June was like a jigsaw puzzle where the pieces were
thrown up into the air every morning and the day was spent fitting the pieces
into place. This meant we relinquish our premises in Pitt Street, all inclusive of
landline, fax, internet, office, equipment, training room, etc. The transition is
almost complete. This has been a mammoth task by just a few ASCCA
personnel, for which we thank them most sincerely. This task is almost
complete.
Following on, ASCCA’s phone number has become a mobile one – 0434 857
222 – from 1st July, 2021. A diversion from the old number and message will
be in place for a short period of time until everyone becomes familiar with the
new number. ASCCA’s Board Secretary, Susan Jensen will answer all
incoming calls and emails addressed to office@ascca.org.au
To say the last 12 months have been different, is an understatement, as we all
know only too well. And it’s not over yet. It seems ASCCA’s decision to
undertake a digital switchover was very timely, with many other organisations
also taking this direction. There is no denying that online learning is here to
stay – maybe not entirely online, but certainly in part. This means that we
need to re-evaluate what, when, where, why and how we will continue to
provide the utmost support for affiliated Clubs and your members. Our
Strategic Plan going forward is the overarching toolbox for the Directors to
address each tool within and update where necessary. It won’t happen
overnight, but it will happen. So many aspects need to be addressed to adapt
to this new digital presence. We know we have the background support of our
affiliated Clubs. Together we will win this over.
Warm regards
Jenny
Jennifer Willcox
President
Australian Seniors Computer Clubs Association

The conference is on from 10am to 4pm AEDT on Wednesday, 10 November 2021,
with tickets available to buy here now.
https://events.humanitix.com/ascca-2021-conference

Visit the ASCCA home page where you'll see a prominent link to the conference
page, and while there's plenty of information yet to be added over the next couple of
months, the conference will be helmed by ASCCA Directors (and Conference
Organiser) Sam Isaacs and Alex Zaharov-Reutt, as your MC and closing keynote
speaker.

ASCCA Annual Competition
This year we are pleased to bring back the Creative Writing and Club
Newsletter categories as well as continuing with the ever-popular Digital
Photography competition.
To see the guidelines and entry forms for each category, click here for the link
on ASCCA website.
This year we have a special feature with forms that you can fill out online!
COMPETITIONS 2021
GET READY for the OPPORTUNITY
JULY
DIGITAL NEWSLETTER
Entries open 1st July
close at midnight on 14th July 2021
AUGUST
CREATIVE WRITING
Entries open 2nd August
close at midnight on 16th August 2021
SEPTEMBER
DIGITAL PHOTO
Entries
open 15th September
close at midnight on 30th September 2021
Have a go
Find out what you and your computer, iPad
or iPhone can create.
Test your skills. Don't say you have none — everyone has a spark — one that
can be lit.
By reaching for hidden depths within you will surely
Do it for your club
ALL YOUR ENTRIES WIN POINTS for
YOU and your club

Club News

Three members, notebooks in hand, of the Turramurra Computer Club for
Seniors attending the Google Photos presentation in June.
The Turramurra Computer Club for Seniors organized a guest speaker for
Google Photos for their members. This was a follow-on to a series of sessions
about digital photography that one of their expert members had conducted.
ASCCA’s trainer, Jean Martin, presented the session using her own library of
photos.
Mindful of social distancing, the organizers had limited attendance to about
eight people, with a waitlist for any cancellations.
The size of the group was ideal. Nearly everyone asked questions or added
relevant comments. One of the members drew the analogy between the
Partner feature of Google Photos and a joint bank account. There was some
unnecessary concern that when an album was shared via an email link, the
recipient would be able to see all the sender’s photos. Unfortunately, new
users of Google Photos have just missed out on the free unlimited cloud
storage. The quota after the 31st May is 15 GB which is still generous
compared with other services.
It was most pleasing to hear one of the members say he couldn’t wait to get
home to try Google Photos.

Scott's Accessibility
ACCESSIBILITY OPTIONS WITH GOOGLE

Last month I focused on some exciting
developments from Apple, so this month I thought
I’d level the discussion a little by looking at some of
Google’s recent accessibility announcements.

At Google’s I/O event, it announced that it is rolling out expanded street
information in Maps to 50 cities. This expanded street detail includes road
widths to scale, footpaths, zebra crossings, urban trails and pedestrian islands.
While useful for everyone, it’s particularly useful for wheelchair users who can
identify paths that will be useful, good drop-off points and ties in well with cafes
that Google identify as wheelchair-accessible.
A second related option is an Area Busyness feature being rolled out which can
provide you with a deidentified snapshot as to how busy an area is at any given
moment in real time. This is great for seniors using mobility aids that may prefer
to visit places when they are a little calmer and easier to navigate. Hopefully
we’ll see these features coming to our cities soon.
Cheers for now !
Dr Scott Hollier
ASCCA Director - Accessibility

Brett's Scam Watch

In this modern day there are not too many
cheques still going in the mail. However, there
is a new type of “check” we need to do when
it comes to the mail!
This month I wanted to discuss the Auspost
scam!

With lots of us spending more time at home and with online shopping becoming
the new normal there is a good chance at any moment in time that you have a
few items on order and are waiting for delivery!
This is what these scammers are banking on!
The naughty boys and girls over in Scam-land have come up with a simple, yet
very effective scam to get you to part with some of your money.
It starts with an email like this:

Looks authentic and laid out nice and neatly with no typos (they are getting
better at checking grammar and spelling!)
The crux is that they are saying your item was addressed to the incorrect
address and in such requires a small fee to arrange re-delivery.
This is really clever as if you do request a redelivery from Auspost for an
item that was not delivered they do charge you a fee – so this is highly
believable!
Here is the link to Auspost’s page where they talk about a small fee.
Back to the scam.
So, when you click on the link to pay this fee – you will see what also looks like
a legit Auspost page and you will be asked to enter your credit card details and
pay the nominal fee.
As with all scams, the fee you paying is not the loss you need to be concerned
about! You have now handed over your credit card details to a scammer – they
now can go shop on your card!
So please look at the following when it comes to receiving these types of
emails:
1. Is it addressed to you personally and with reference numbers? Look in the
image above – it just says “Dear” not Dear Brett
2. Never click on a link in an email that you don’t trust 100%!
3. Hover your mouse over the link and read the URL – chances are it is not
going to take you to Auspost’s payment gateway.
4. Look at the sender’s email address – easiest way – click reply and then
click on the email address – although they can mask an email address to
look like an Auspost one – chances are it won’t be.
5. If in doubt, check it out! Contact Auspost and ask them if they do this.
Remember that if you are expecting a delivery and it’s gone to the wrong
address – then they would have contacted you or probably phoned/SMS to ask
you to call them (remember this can also happen as a scam – see my previous
articles).
Unfortunately, the world is filled with the free-loaders and they are trying their
best to take advantage of good people.
Stay safe online.
Brett Levy
ASCCA Director - Marketing

In the dismantling of the ASCCA premises, a quantity of new but old
Conference bags were uncovered from years gone by.
A phone call or two resulted in a donation to Share the Dignity, with the bags
collected within just a couple of days. Such a good outcome from one charity
to another..

Alex's July Update

Microsoft launches Windows 11, but older
computers won't get the free upgrade
*OPINION: Windows 11 is an exciting new upgrade that introduces a
streamlined new start menu with centred icons on the task bar, a new Microsoft
store with a select range of Android apps, with better performance and plenary
more, and it will even be free, but not every PC can upgrade.
Windows 10 has been and continues to be a great operating system, working
on every Intel Core i-Series processor from the original models from a decade
ago to today's latest 11th-gen models.
Microsoft's
excellent
Windows
11
presentation
is
here
https://youtu.be/q5egaM2hibs and it showcases the new design, the speed and
performance, the compatibility with a select range of Android apps from the
newly integrated Amazon App Store, a smarter set of touch and gesture
controls when used with tablet-capable computers, and even excellent voice
typing, finger swiping and stylus control, with compatible stylus pens able to
offer "haptic feedback" where you can feel vibrations when undertaking certain
actions.
Please watch the video above, it's around 45 minutes and is an excellent
demonstration of what Windows 11 users can expect, and a much better
Windows experience for the decade of the 2020s.
The only thing, however, is that if your current Windows computer has an Intel
CPU that's older than the 8th-generation of Intel Core i-Series processors, or
doesn't have a compatible Atom, Celeron, Pentium Silver or Pentium Gold
processor, Microsoft won't let your computer upgrade to Windows 11.
To be fair to Microsoft, the company will continue to support Windows 10 until
2025, so Microsoft definitely isn't abandoning current Windows 10 users at all.
It's just that I personally find it a great shame that computers purchased four
years ago and older won't, at least as I type this article, get official Windows 11
support.
PCs running Windows are famous for their longevity, and Windows 10 has
proven able to run on all kinds of hardware, even from 10 years ago. Despite
being a Mac user, I was really excited about the new features and benefits that
Windows 11 offered users, but I was then disappointed to discover that a great
many PC users globally won't get access to Windows 11 unless they buy a new
PC.
In the middle of an ongoing pandemic, with lockdowns happening across
Australia as I type, with economic dislocation and more, the decision to block
anyone with an older PC running Windows 10 from being able to run Windows
11 seems heartless.
Seniors in their retirement aren't exactly blessed with huge fortunes being
replenished each week with massive paypackets, and even those that do have
money likely have that money tied up in their homes, or in shares earning
much-valued dividends, which continued being eaten up by ever rising
electricity, gas and food prices.
Still, the decision is Microsoft's to make, and there are of course arguments that
a line has to be drawn somewhere in the name of security.
I speak only for myself, and not on behalf of ASCCA, when expressing my
disappointment that Microsoft has not - at least as yet - expanded the range of
computers that can officially run Windows 11.
If Windows 10 is being supported until 2025, why not allow computers with
older processors to run Windows 11 until then, too? That would be four years of
warning that a new computer is needed, just as it is four years of warning that
Windows 10 computers won't be supported after that point either.
All of that said, I expect there will be a huge range of new computers preloaded with Windows 11 in time for Christmas, and if you have a Windows PC
with an 8th gen Intel Core i-Series or newer processor, and your computer
meets the other requirements, then you will be able to upgrade to Windows 11.
Microsoft's own page on Windows 11 is here. https://www.microsoft.com/enus/windows/windows-11
You'll also be able to download the free PC Health Check app from this page,
which will let you know whether your computer meets the upgrade
requirements or not.
One catch is that some qualifying computers don't have TPM or the "Trusted
Platform Module" 2.0 switched on in their BIOS. Many modern PCs have this
on, but some don't. This article from the Internet explains how to check and
how to turn TPM on, if you have it.
https://www.wepc.com/how-to/enable-tpm-for-windows-11/
If the instructions don't match your PC, you'll find other guides online by
searching in your favourite search engine.
To conclude, Windows 11 looks to be an exciting and worthy upgrade for a
whole range of reasons. It's just a shame that Microsoft seems to have
arbitrarily locked out a range of older computers from being able to upgrade, at
least for now, but the good news is that non-qualifying computers are still
getting official Windows 10 support until 2025.
*Note: My opinions are mine alone and do not necessarily reflect the opinions
of ASCCA.
Cheers,
Alex
Alex Zaharov-Reutt
ASCCA Director - Promotions and Sponsorship

SHADES of SWADE

Due to the recent COVID outbreak Australia - wide ASCCA_SWADE cancelled
the planned attendance at the COTA NT Seniors Expo, just a couple of hours
prior to COTA announcing the postponement.
All being well, Jenny, Tik and Kerry will re-schedule planned meetings and
workshops in September.
In the meantime, plans are underway to offer Digital Mentor training virtually to
the people who had registered to attend the live Digital Workshop in Darwin.

COTA NT’s Seniors EXPO 2021
Now rescheduled to:
Saturday 4 September 2021, 10am to 2pm
Venue: CDU Stadium, Sitzler Netball Centre, 235 Abala Road, Marrara NT
0812

This Four Peak Body Partnership Project in Western Australia was completed
on 30th June. Special thanks to everyone on the team for a successful working
arrangement that opened up new and exciting network partnerships and
opportunities.

Get Online Week
18-24 October

During that week, Good Things Foundation will be supporting community
organisations all around the country to host fun, local events that inspire people
to improve their digital skills. Put this date in your calendars and stay tuned for
more news and updates on how you can get involved in the annual digital
inclusion campaign.

Membership of ASCCA is open to all Seniors Computer Clubs, Organisations
with a membership including Seniors, and organisations that recognise the
value of computer technology for Seniors.
If your organisation and/or club fits one of these
categories and is interested in joining ASCCA
please go to our website www.ascca.org.au or
email office@ascca.org.au to find out how to start
a club; or read some of the advantages of joining
ASCCA if you are an existing club.
An
Application Form is available on the website, or As from 1st July 2021
ASCCA membership rates are :
50c per head per member registered
as at 30th June.

Newsletter
Editor: Jenny Willcox
Email: ascca@ascca.org.au

Rate includes GST

Contributions are most welcome.
Remember, this is YOUR
NEWSLETTER.

Corporate Membership also
welcome.

Please forward contributions by
email to the Editor.

DISCLAIMER: This newsletter is provided “as is” without warranty of any kind. Each
reader of the ASCCA newsletter assumes complete risk as to the accuracy and
subsequent use of its contents.
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