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ASCCA 2020 Online Conference - Living Your Best Online Life

ASCCA’s 22" Annual Conference starts 9am on Tuesday 10 November, it will be an unmissable online
event, focusing on all the practical ways to get the best out of technology and the internet.

With all of the changes that 2020 has brought us the ASCCA team decided to deliver its annual
conference online. This means participants from around Australia can join from the comfort of their own
lounge room.

This year the theme is “Living Your Best Online Life” and the focus is on positive changes seniors have
made and can make to adapt to the world they live in.

You don’t have to be a member of a local computer club in your area to watch ASCCA'’s 2020
Conference — anyone of any age is welcome to attend. Tickets are $15 each plus booking fee, via https://
events.humanitix.com/ascca-conference-2020.

You will be able to join us from your living room or any connected device. Your local club, if it is safe, may
also wish to get together at the club’s venue so people catch watch together.

Understanding that this may be some participants first time at logging onto an online conference we will
organise a practice run in the days leading up.

Speakers will have 30-minute slots to share inspirational and easy to follow information and advice.
Sessions will cover a range of topics including cyber security, showcase some successful online social
activities, give some insight into how seniors overseas are adapting, and even a yoga session you can do
in your lounge room.

Please see lwww.ascca.org.au for more
information, the conference schedule and to
book a ticket. We look forward to
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Titbits from ASCCA’s Trainer, Jean ....

Jean Martin, renowned ASCCA Trainer embraced the concepts of remote delivery
and learning by personally developing a range of extremely interesting topics,
right across the board, that are being provided free during this time of isolation.

During the Covid-19 pandemic, the ASCCA online training being provided free of charge.
As places are limited, please register early to secure your enrolment. X AN

Once classes are available online you can email your expression of interest, as per the requirements stated on
the course sheet for the month. Remember, if listing more than one class (no more than three) please
indicate order of preference.

That’s not to say everything has been plain sailing! Many hurdles need to be overcome and Jean’s calm
demeanour obviously gives the students confidence, because they keep registering for different topics month
after month!

° A number of participants have no camera, e.g. those using desktop computers. Another had a
technician disable the camera so she couldn’t be seen! These participants appear with the capital letter
of their first name but they can be heard and see what I'm demonstrating..

. One participant uses a mobile phone. Demos of tasks must be minute!

-Some participants’ mics aren’'t working properly so we rely on semaphore. Some of these say the mics
worked for Zoom. I've also had someone who was happy their mic worked for Teams because it
wouldn’t for Zoom.

o One club assembled together 8 - 10 members at the appointed meeting time only to find the gardener
was mowing lawns outside. The session was abandoned.

° Jean found the standard Teams invitation too cryptic for those unfamiliar with online meetings. So, she
sends normal bcc emails to participants with simplified instructions for both Windows & Apple
users. She also asks them to have a trial run before the scheduled meeting time. This has proven to be
beneficial as few nowadays have trouble joining the meetings.

. Jean prepares a PP presentation to give herself a structure and to keep from straying in the demos.

o She sends out a ‘handout’ of the PP screens a day or so before the meeting.

Jean tries to make the meetings as interactive as possible with the chance for participants to ask
qguestions/comment. Few are brave enough to do so. Sometimes they email her the question after the
meeting. Ideally, the number of participants should be fewer but with such long waitlists, it is not
feasible.

° Rationing the number of Eol for forthcoming classes should make a big difference.

Check out Jeans’s courses :
https://www.ascca.org.au/index.php/seniors-computer-courses/current-ascca-courses

For many of us the vision of the opening of the Sydney Olympics is engraved

in our memory . The 2000 Summer Olympics opening ceremony took place on It was magniﬁcent!
Friday 15 September in Stadium Australia.

As mandated by the Olympic Charter, the proceedings combined the formal and ceremonial opening of this
international sporting event, including welcoming speeches, hoisting of the flags and the parade of athletes, with
an artistic spectacle to showcase the host nation's culture and history. The 2000 Summer Olympics were formally
opened by Governor-General Sir William Deane. The ceremony was described by 10C President Juan Antonio
Samaranch as the most beautiful ceremony the world has ever seen. It also represented several highlights of
Australian culture and history, from sea creatures and flora/fauna to lawn mowers and other Australian cultural
icons. The Opening Ceremony had a cast of 12,687 performers. Consistent with normal major production
management, the music was pre-recorded under studio conditions to ensure its quality .
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BRISBANE SENIORS ONLINE

it is hoped that we can work collaboratively once again
with ASCCA and utilise some of the training resources
available to ASCCA members.

Brisbane Seniors Online was established in 2001 with the
support of Centrelink and the Brisbane City Council and
has relocated 4 times in the Brisbane CBD area due to
redevelopment. We are currently located in Gabba
Towers, Woolloongabba next to the Cricketer’s Club and
The Gabba Cricket Ground. Learners currently pay a one-
off joining fee of $20 and $45 a year which gives them as

a gUId? approx@ately 12 x one-hour home lessons (Left to right) Ron Horst, Vice President of BSOL; Samantha Isaacs,
on their own device using a volunteer mentor. Once (ASCCA Queensland based Director); Cr Jonathan Sri, Cr for The
these formal lessons are completed, learners receive Gabba Ward and Dick Bennett, Publicity and Grants Officer, BSOL.

ongoing support for the balance of their membership
year. We teach Windows, Apple, Android, smart phones and any related device where there is a mentor available
who is confident to teach it.

We are unique in many ways as we offer lessons to learners in their own homes on their own device not classes.
This is more conducive to learning as tuition is at a pace that suits the learner and on the topics that the learner
wants to learn. During the coronavirus crisis and imposed restrictions, recruitment of new members was limited.
Existing learners and any new learners who were not able to be offered home tuition received some help using
remote assistance, phone, email and some advanced learners support using AnyDesk and similar applications.
Where restrictions were lifted, mentors were able to install remote assistance applications and help learners use
this so learners could continue to receive some support. Zoom has also become an application that can be utilised
and this seems to be taken up across the World by businesses which means that travel to face to face meetings is
not required.

BSOL currently has 661 total members consisting of 131 mentors, 496 learners, 6 volunteer administrative staff
and 28 associates. We have no paid staff. All members are unpaid volunteers.

Special interest groups include Digital Photography, Mentor Support, Linux and Apple. Under normal circumstanc-
es, these normally meet face to face monthly but currently only the Digital Photography group are having face to
face meetings as well as regular photographic excursions. The Linux and Mentor Support group are currently
meeting using Zoom. The monthly committee meeting is held via Zoom. Some of these groups have indicated they
may even continue using Zoom once restrictions are lifted or what we call a hybrid meeting with a mixture of face
to face and Zoom being available to those who do not want to travel.

On the 27 August 2020, Brisbane Seniors Online invited Cr Jonathan Sri, Councillor for The Gabba Ward where
BSOL is located and Samantha Isaacs, Brisbane based ASCCA Board member to a tour of BSOL HQ and a discussion
about what BSOL does and issues affecting the recruitment and training of learners. This was important during the
current coronavirus crisis as well as the limitations on advertising and publicity with the demise of local communi-
ty printed newspapers. Cr Sri has been supported of Brisbane Seniors Online and recently approved grant funding
to purchase a new multifunction colour printer and scanner for BSOL Woolloongabba Training Centre.

Dick Bennett, Publicity and Grants Officer, Brisbane Seniors Online
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Notice of Annual General Meeting \

The nineteenth Annual General Meeting of voting Members of the
Australian Seniors Computer Clubs Association, ASCCA,
will be held virtually on
Zoom Tuesday, 10th November 2020 at 3.30pm AEDST Z00m
o ZOOM Link Details will be emailed directly to those who register to attend o

Annual Reports
Election of Board Members

RSVP by 10th October 2020, with name of Club as well as number and name of delegates attending,
to (02) 9286 3871 or ascca@ascca.org.au

Only financial member clubs are eligible to vote

Note: Seniors Computer Clubs that have completed and returned the Membership Form for
\\ 2020721 will be regarded as financial members of ASCCA for this financial year even though no /

monetary membership fee was required to be paid.

Sydney Harbour Bridge

The early 30s saw the growth, on Sydney’s skyline, of the Sydney
Harbour bridge to the design of Dr John Job Crew Bradfield. As the
early settlement grew at Port Jackson it was seen that it would be
# difficult to expand to the north. This problem was observed by
Francis Greenway, the convict architect, who proposed a bridge to
enable a town to be developed on the northern shore of Port
Jackson. His plan was applauded but it never eventuated. Dr John
Bradford proposed a plan for a cantilever bridge to span from Dawes
Point to Milson’s Point in 1912. It was accepted but plans were put on hold when World War | broke out. In 1922
tenders were called for a bridge design. The arch design of English firm, Dorman Long and Co Ltd was finally
accepted and Bradfield was appointed as chief engineer.

Construction of the bridge began with the ceremonial turning of the first sod on 28 July 1923. By 1928 New South
Wales, and indeed much of the world, was in the grips of the Great Depression. New South Wales had an
unemployment rate of 32.5%. The Harbour Bridge employed an average of 1400 workers during the eight years of
construction which was of vital importance during the depression years.

On the 19 March 1932 Captain Francis de Groot, a New Guard member, upstaged Premier Lang by riding in on
horseback and slashing the ribbon with his sword. Once the ribbon was re-joined the bridge was officially
declared open by the Hon. John T. Lang, MLA, Premier and Colonial Treasurer for New South Wales.

To see Sydney Harbour without a bridge, and view the ferries and trams at Circular Quay, as few of us are old
enough to remember, you must watch this very old movie from our National Archive for a glimpse of Sydney as
this monumental bridge was being built.

http://www.youtube.com/embed/Jy5cZ-I00Eg?feature=player detailpage Thanks lan.

ASCCA has become a catalyst to enthuse, encourage, empower and assist seniors to explore the satisfaction
and advantages of using computer technology through our valuable network of Seniors Computer Clubs.

Through this ASCCA NEWS to use peruse, amuse and enthuse we want to highlight clubs as they individually
work in their local communities to empower older Australians through technology.

If you have a story to share please send it to ascca@ascca.org.au and we will use those we have space for.
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