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Inside this Issue 

Launch of the 2018 Tech Savvy Seniors  
                Regional Road Show 
The Tech Savvy Seniors Road Show began at Sutherland Shire Library 
on 16 April. The Road Show has now visited the Shoalhaven area, Bega 
Valley, Broken Hill, Orange, Mudgee, Gulgong, Kandos and will finish up 
at Tamworth City Library on 1 & 2 May. 
 
Tech Savvy Seniors provides low cost training to help seniors learn to 
use computers, tablets and smartphones. Developing the confidence 
and skills to use technology and participate in the digital community and 
economy has never been more important. Tech Savvy Seniors is a NSW 
Government initiative delivered in partnership with Telstra.  
 
Members of interested NSW ASCCA Clubs will now have the opportunity 
to participate in a Tech Savvy Seniors training module. 
 

L-r: Cr Tom Croucher; Lee Evans MP; The Hon Tanya Davies, Minister 
for Ageing; Nan Bosler President ASCCA; Cr Carmelo Pesce, Mayor 
Sutherland Shire Council; Tricia Wilson, Telstra Area General Manager. 

Is there a club 
near where I live?  

This was the question 
frequently asked at the 
NSW Seniors Festival 
Expo. It was estimated 
that 1,200 flyers were 
given out and about 
half of them had the 
name of a club written 
on the back in answer 
to that question.  
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ASCCA NOTICE BOARD  
21 - 25 May 2018 - $&&&¶V�1DWLRQDO�6FDPV�$ZDUHQHVV�:HHN������ 
21²27 May 2018 - National Volunteer Week 
30 -31 October 2018 - 20th Australian Technology Conference for Seniors, Rydges World 
Square Hotel, Sydney. 

                                                   Congratulations Peter Blasina 
 
Peter Blasina has been respected, admired and welcomed to 
ASCCA events since last century! 
 
We are thrilled to let you know that he has just been awarded 
WKH� LQGXVWU\¶V� KLJKHVW� KRQRXU²the inaugural IT Media Pioneer 
award at the 2018 Australian Computer Society IT Journalism 
Awards²the Lizzies. 
 
His career after teaching saw him dazzling us with his Hawaiian 
shirts and becoming a technology reviewer, writer, publisher, 
media commentator, corporate speaker and founder of 
GadgetGuy.com.au.  He also became a valued friend to ASCCA.  
 
He has been a regular contributor at the ASCCA conferences and 
in 2004 even accepted our invitation to join us at a residential 
Digital Photography Workshop held in Mittagong 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

National Volunteer Week 
 

National Volunteer Week will be celebrated 21-27 May and this is the perfect opportunity to 
acknowledge the wonderful ASCCA volunteers.  The ASCCA Team of Directors and those who 
keep the office running; the members of the club management committees and the trainers who 
give their time and share their experiences and skills to help seniors across Australia explore the 
benefits and satisfaction of using technology - these people are the very backbone of the ASCCA 
network.   
 
They are valued, they are needed and we applaud their dedication. 

 
³We know people that volunteer are likely to be happier, healthier and proud members who 
participate on behalf their community�´�0LQLVWHU�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�9ROXQWHHULQJ��5D\�:LOOLDPV��VDLG��
³In NSW there are 2.1 million volunteers who contribute 240 million hours of service each year, 
adding $5 billion of value to local communities across the State�´�The Daily Telegraph, January 30, 2018  
 

 
Volunteers are not a quick and cheap fix. Volunteers need and expect good management. Just 
as volunteers have responsibilities and need to be reliable and productive; management has 
those same responsibilities. Before management takes on a volunteer they need to know just 
what that person is going to be doing. When that person arrives for the first time there must be 
enough time allocated to show the person around, introduce them, let them know clearly what 
they are going to be doing, who they relate to, hours etc.  
 
Our community is greatly enriched by volunteers. Thank you all! 

  



 Page 3  Volume 20  No  4 
ISSN 1446-862X 

  

 Forest Computer Pals for Seniors held its 25th anniversary party on 10 April. The club was  
established through the initiative of Malcom Beazley AM in late 1992 when he persuaded the 
Warringah Council to support the idea of a local computer club for seniors. Council was  
agreeable and provided a $4000 grant to purchase essential equipment. Val Brown, then the 
&RXQFLO¶V�&RPPXQLW\�'HYHORSPHQW�2IILFHU��DGRSWHG�WKH�LGHD�HQWKXVLDVWLFDOO\��DUUDQJLQJ�RIILFH�
space for the club in the Memorial Hall at a modest rent and organising several meetings 
which resulted in a small working group who made, or acquired, furniture for the Compals  
office. The focus of the club was to link seniors as pen pals with high school students. But, the 
members of this new club wanted to learn more about using computers. 

The grand opening of the club was held on 30 March 1993. Over the years membership kept 
growing and several relocations were necessary within the hall. The club was incorporated in 
1996 as a not-for-profit association with dedicated members providing club management and 
computer training as volunteers. 

Irima Kirk, Club Secretary was MC for the anniversary party. Club Patron, 
Mayor Michael Regan of Northern 
Beaches Council, Julie Sutton,    
former Patron, Nan Bosler, ASCCA 
President and representatives of 
other Computer Clubs from the 
peninsula were special guests.  Dick 
0DQXDO�� VSRNH� RI� WKH� FOXE¶V�KLVWRU\�

and John Turner the first president cut the cake. 
&ROLQ� :DUG�� WKH� FOXE¶V� FXUUHQW� SUHVLGHQW� WKDQNHG�
those who had attended.  Forest was one of the   
inaugural members of ASCCA and Colin Ward was 
$6&&$¶V�ILUVW�YLFH�SUHVLGHQW� 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Is this for Real? 

National Scams Awareness Week runs from 21-25 
May 2018 and we are urging Australians to be on 
the lookout for threat-based impersonation scams 
E\�WDNLQJ�D�PRPHQW�WR�DVN�µLV�WKLV�IRU�UHDO"¶� 
 
These scams are very common and often very 
believable.  
 
Anyone can say they are from the government or 
D� FRPSDQ\�� ,I� \RX¶UH� FRQWDFWHG� XQH[SHFWHGO\� E\�
someone demanding payment or asking for      
information they should already have, contact the 
company via the number on their website & check 
if they really did contact you.  
 
Always ask yourself Is This For Real?  For more tips www.staysmartonline.gov.au/scams    

Happy 25th Birthday Forest Computer Pals  for Seniors Inc. 



Membership of ASCCA is 
open to all Seniors 
Computer Clubs, 
Organisations with a 
membership including 
Seniors, and organisations 
that recognise the value of 
computer technology for 
Seniors. 
 

Cost of ASCCA membership 
1 - 20 members - $55 Incl. 
GST; 21 - 40 members - 
$115 Incl. GST; 41 - 100 
members - $175 Incl. GST; 
Over 100 members - $300 
Incl. GST; Corporate 
Membership also welcome. 
 

If you fit one of those 
categories and are 
interested in joining ASCCA 
please go to our website  
www.ascca.org.au  
or email office@ascca.org.au  
to find out how to start a 
club or read some of the 
advantages of joining 
ASCCA if you are an 
existing club.   
An Application Form is 
available on the website. 
 

DISCLAIMER: This newsletter 
LV�SURYLGHG�³$V�,V´�ZLWKRXW�
warranty of any kind. Each 
reader of the ASCCA 
newsletter assumes complete 
risk as to the accuracy and 
subsequent use of its contents.  
 

Newsletter Editor:  
Nan Bosler, Email: 
ascca@ascca.org.au  
Contributions are welcome.   
Remember this is YOUR 
NEWSLETTER.  Please 
take special note clubs 
outside Sydney and NSW.  
Please forward 
contributions by email to 
the editor.  
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Page 4 Pass on this issue of the ASCCA newsletter by printing copies for distribution, 
or make a list of all your club members with email addresses and forward it to 
them.  It is of interest to each member of every club, not just Committee members. 
 

The newsletter can also be read and/or downloaded from our website:- 
www.ascca.org.au You are welcome to copy items from this newsletter but 
acknowledgment of ASCCA is required. 

 

Website www.ascca.org.au 

x� General Information: office@ascca.org.au 

x� Member Support: cdo@ascca.org.au 

x� New Club Support: cdo@ascca.org.au 

x� President: ascca@ascca.org.au 

280 Pitt Street, Sydney  NSW   2000  

Phone 02 9286 3871    Fax 02 9286 3876 

office@ascca.org.au 

ABN 47 097 847 642 
W o r k i n g  f o r  S e n i o r s  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1DWLND�DQG�-HQQ\�UHSRUW�WKH�6:$'(�SURMHFW�KDV�HQWHUHG�3KDVH���ZLWK�D�
VXUYH\�KDYLQJ�EHHQ�HPDLOHG�WR�DOO�1HLJKERXUKRRG�&HQWUHV�WKURXJKRXW�:$��
UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�D�JRRG�UHVSRQVH�UDWH�RI�H[SUHVVLRQV�RI�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WDNLQJ�XS�WKH�
%H�&RQQHFWHG�SURJUDP���,Q�DGGLWLRQ�1DWLND�IROORZHG�XS�ZLWK�D�OLYH�ZRUNVKRS�
DW�/LQNZHVW�LQ�3HUWK��LQ�VXSSRUW�RI�1HLJKERXUKRRG�&HQWUH�:HHN���WKDW�ZDV�
DWWHQGHG�E\�/LQNZHVW�PHPEHU�JURXSV�LQ�SHUVRQ�DQG�VHYHUDO�YLD�YLGHR�OLQN���
'XULQJ�KHU�WLPH�LQ�3HUWK�VKH�YLVLWHG�WKH�/RIWXV�/HDUQLQJ�&HQWUH�WR�GLVFXVV�LQ�
SHUVRQ�GHOLYHU\�RI�WKH�SURJUDP�� 
 

%H�&RQQHFWHG�KHOG�WZR�:RUNVKRSV�LQ�3HUWK�RQ�0RQGD\���UG�$SULO�DQG�LQ�
VXSSRUW�RI�WKHVH��-HQ�DQG�7LN�SURYLGHG�D�UHFRUGHG�YLGHR�FRQIHUHQFH�RXWOLQLQJ�
ZKHUH�$6&&$-6:$'(�ILWV�LQ�WR�WKH�%H�&RQQHFWHG�SURJUDP���7KH�ZRUNVKRSV�
ZHUH�DLPHG�DW�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�RXWVLGH�WKH�GHILQHG�6:$'(�FDWFKPHQW�JURXSV�
RI�&5&V��1+&V�DQG�/*$V���7KH�IDFW�WKDW�TXDOLW\�YLGHR�FRQIHUHQFLQJ��DV�XVHG�
E\�6:$'(�ZLWK�VXFK�HDVH��JLYHV�ULVH�WR�DFFHSWDQFH�WKDW�7UDLQ�WKH�7UDLQHU�
DQG�,QIR6HVVLRQV�FDQ�EH�WDNHQ�SDUW�DV�D�*XHVW�HYHQ�LI�QR�DFFRXQW�H[LVWV�DW�
WKH�RWKHU�HQG���$OO�WKDW�LV�UHTXLUHG�LV�D�KDOI�GHFHQW�LQWHUQHW�FRQQHFWLRQ�DQG�
ODSWRS���7KLV�ZD\�6:$'(�LV�DEOH�WR�FRYHU�WKH�HQWLUH�6WDWH�RI�:$�ZKLFK�IDU�
RXWZHLJKV�DQ\�RWKHU�PHWKRG�RI�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��GHOLYHU\�DQG�VXSSRUW�-�DOO�LQ�
UHDO�WLPH���'LVWDQFH��DV�WKH�LPDJH�VKRZV�ORFDWLRQV�RI�7LN�LQ�.XQXQXUUD�DQG�
-HQ�LQ�:DOSROH��PHDQV�YHU\�OLWWOH�WR�XV�ZLWK�RXU�GLJLWDO�GHOLYHU\�� 
 

/RFDO�*RYHUQPHQW�$XWKRULWLHV�-�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�WKHLU�/LEUDULHV��&RPPXQLW\�
&HQWUHV�DQG�6HQLRUV�&HQWUHV�ZLOO�EH�WKH�IRFXV�RI�6:$'(¶V�3KDVH���IRU�ZKLFK�
-HQ�DQG�7LN�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�UHILQLQJ�WKH�LQWUR�VXUYH\���7KH\�KDYH�IRXQG�WKDW�DQ�
LQLWLDO�VXUYH\�RI�WKH�LON�WKH\�SUHSDUH�LV�D�JUHDW�ZD\�IRU�ERWK�SDUWLHV�WR�NQRZ�
DERXW�WKH�RWKHU�DQG�SURYLGH�DQ�HDV\�ZD\�WR�EHJLQ�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�SDUWQHUVKLSV�
DQG�VHFXULQJ�OHDUQHUV����� 
 

:H�KDYH�EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�*RRG�7KLQJV�)RXQGDWLRQ�WR�GHWHUPLQH�QXPEHUV�
RI�UHJLVWHUHG�OHDUQHUV�IURP�RXU�&5&V��DQG�DIWHU�D�IHZ�KLFFXSV�WKH\�DUH�
FRPLQJ�WKURXJK���+RZHYHU��ZH¶UH�IROORZLQJ�XS�ZLWK�&5&V�WR�KHDU�KRZ�WKH\¶UH�
JRLQJ�ILUVWKDQG��� 

-HQQ\�DQG�1DWLND 
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