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WEDNESDAY 8TH

AND

We have already mentioned
many exciting presentations
planned for the conference this
year. But there are so many
more to come! Warren Henry
has
used
all
his
life
experiences, including 24 years
as a Private Investigator, to
share his interest in modern
families and the way they can
share and pass on “the best
bits”. He will share his ideas,
contained in his book, “The
Ark in your Pocket: How to
keep your family connected
for thousands of years”.

THURSDAY 9TH NOVEMBER
“Accessibility

You will have the opportunity
to hear from Julie Beadle and
Michael Spikmans from the
MARCS Institute for Brain,
Behaviour and Development
at Western Sydney University.
These
experienced
PhD
candidates are involved in
research about changes in the
way people understand speech
and emotions as they age.
They will also offer individuals
the opportunity to get involved.
Shannon Roos from Conexu
Foundation, will talk about
new
developments
in
accessible technology. In his
presentation, he

!
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1 October 2017 - 2017 International Day of Older Persons
9-13 October 2017 - Stay Smart Online Week—theme “Simple steps to online safety”
October 2017, 35th Victorian Seniors Festival - Free and low-cost events across Victoria
throughout October. Free public transport for Victorian Seniors Card holders from Sunday 8 to
Sunday 15 October, 2017 http://www.cotaact.org.au/seniors-week-2017/2017
7 to the 27 October - South Australian ZestFest 2017 - A celebration about connection and
challenging the concept of ageing. https://zestfestsa.org.au/
Monday 16 to Sunday 22 October 2017 - Tasmania Seniors Week
http://www.cotatas.org.au/programs-events/sw2017/
29 October to 5 November 2017 - Western Australia Seniors Week
https://www.dlgc.wa.gov.au/CommunityInitiatives/Pages/Seniors-Week.aspx
8 & 9 November, 2017 - The 19th Australian Computer Conference for Seniors will take place at
the Rydges World Square Hotel, Sydney - with the ASCCA AGM to take place at 3.30 pm at the
conclusion of the first day of the Conference
Please help by letting ASCCA know if you have news of an event that will be of interest or benefit to our
ASCCA Members from other States in Australia, please share the details with us at ASCCA. We are
interested in news about ASCCA Clubs throughout Australia.

NOTICE of ASCCA A.G.M. The Sixteenth Annual General Meeting of Voting Members of the
ASCCA will be held at Rydges World Square
Hotel, at 389 Pitt Street, Sydney on Tuesday, 8th November 2015 at 3.30pm. Afternoon tea will
be available for delegates at 3.00pm.
All delegates attending the 18th Australian Computer Conference for Seniors
are welcome to attend but must also RSVP for the AGM. Ph: 02 9286 3871 or
ascca@ascca.org.au

The theme of the 2017 International Day
of Older Persons is “Stepping into the
Future:
Tapping
the
Talents,
Contributions and Participation of Older
Persons in Society.”
The United Nations Website states; “It is
about
enabling
and
expanding
the
contributions of older people in their families,
communities and societies at large.
It
focuses on the pathways that support full and
effective participation in old age, in
accordance with old persons’ basic rights,
needs and preferences.”
“The failure to
tackle ageism undermines older persons’
rights and hinders their contributions to
social, economic, cultural and political life”, is
a further significant statement on the
website.
We “seniors” don’t want to be considered a
nuisance and by keeping up with technology

and the interests of “juniors” some barriers
will be removed. We are people with valuable
skills and experiences who can contribute to
the overall good of society while adding
benefit to all generations. We have much
better health than older folk of previous
generations and we don’t want to be seen as
an annoyance, even if some of those feared
health impairments and disabilities have
slowed us down a little - we know we are able
to remain in charge of our own lives and
contribute to the rest of society in many ways
- as we have always done.
If we attempt to remain relevant, then that
much talked about tsunami of older people
we are told will bring the world to disaster will
no longer be feared; but will be recognised as
a wonderful opportunity for everyone.
At ASCCA we work to enable seniors to
cross the Digital Divide and continue to
share, inspire and participate.
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It was in 2008 that the Australian
Government introduced the Broadband for
Seniors initiative, which went on to provide
seniors with free access to computers, the
Internet and training until the present
day. Over the intervening years there have
been some changes to the scheme,
however,
Adult Learning Australia
(ALA), the Australian Seniors Computer
Clubs Association (ASCCA) and U3A
Online, have all been involved in the
delivery of training for an estimated
650,000 Australian seniors from the
start. ASCCA’s main involvement has been
the preparation of training materials for use
in the around 1,500 BfS Kiosks across
Australia and the sharing of the experience
we have gained during 20 years of
encouraging
and
supporting
older
Australians
to
learn
and
use
technology.
Since
the
inception
of
"Broadband for Seniors", the Australian
Government has committed more than $30
million to the important initiative.
On the 3rd October 2017, Broadband for
Seniors will be replaced by the new Be
Connected initiative, which will have the
same goals - to help older Australians get
online through a network of participating
community organisations, similar to BfS
kiosks, to provide seniors with free,
personalised coaching and support.
From the 3rd October the BfS Website will
no longer be available, but people will be
diverted to a new
Be Connected
Website.
Older Australians wanting to know more
about Be Connected and where to get help,
can still ring the same Helpline number:
1300 795 897 – this number will not be
changing.
Just as the BfS Kiosks were located in
places convenient for seniors, a large group
of community organisations located across
Australia will continue to enable seniors to
Be Connected, in places such as libraries,
neighbourhood centres, community clubs,
retirement villages and services supporting
older Australians.

Through Be Connected, older Australians
will be able to learn the basics of how to
connect online, including how to:

•
•
•

use a digital device
be safe online
send emails
and much more.
The new syllabus is to be launched in
October and will be created by the Office
of the eSafety Commissioner.

Want to know more?
At
the
19th Australian Computer
Conference for Seniors, ASCCA will have
many exciting speakers to help keep you up
to date with the latest news in technology.
The speakers will include, Yvette Sims,
Branch Manager,
Multicultural
and
Communities Branch, Department of
Social Services and Helen Milner OBE,
Chief Executive, Good Things
Foundation will jointly present “Be
Connected-- improving digital literacy
of older Australians.”
Yvette will be
providing an outline of the Be Connected
Program and Helen Milner (the Be
Connected National Network Manager) will
talk about the Be Connected Network and
what it can offer to ASCCA members and
other community organisations.
There will also be a presentation by Julie
Inman-Grant,
the
eSafety
Commissioner, who will be able to
enlighten us about the Commissions
progress and work on the many aspects of
eSafety that are important to all the
generations whose interests we seniors
hold dear.

Nov 2010—The new ASCCA BfS Kiosk catered
for two participants and a volunteer trainer.

Website www.ascca.org.au
•
•
•
•

ABN 47 097 847 642

General Information: office@ascca.org.au
Member Support: cdo@ascca.org.au
New Club Support: cdo@ascca.org.au
President: ascca@ascca.org.au
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280 Pitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000
Phone 02 9286 3871

Fax 02 9286 3876

office@ascca.org.au
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1 - 20 members - $55 Incl.
GST; 21 - 40 members $115 Incl. GST; 41 - 100
members - $175 Incl. GST;
Over 100 members - $300
Incl. GST;

DISCLAIMER: This newsletter
is provided “As Is” without
warranty of any kind. Each
reader of the ASCCA
newsletter assumes complete
risk as to the accuracy and
subsequent use of its contents.

Newsletter Editor:
Joan Craymer, Email:
ascca@ascca.org.au
Contributions are welcome.
Remember this is YOUR
NEWSLETTER. Please
take special note clubs
outside Sydney and NSW.
Please forward
contributions by email to
the editor.

Pass on this issue of the ASCCA newsletter by printing copies for distribution,
or make a list of all your club members with email addresses and forward it to
them. It is of interest to each member of every club, not just Committee members.
The newsletter can also be read and/or downloaded from our website:www.ascca.org.au You are welcome to copy items from this newsletter but
acknowledgment of ASCCA is required.

This year, Stay Smart Online •
Week will run from 9-13 October
and promote the theme of
“Simple steps to online safety” to
coincide with the United States’ •
Cyber Security Awareness Month.
•

Create strong passwords
and passphrases that are
hard for others to guess
Keep your devices updated
with the latest software
Regularly back up your data
Be on the lookout for
suspicious
emails
or
messages, and think before
clicking on links or opening
attachments.

This theme reminds us that we
can all take some simple actions •
to protect ourselves and others
online. We are also reminded
that there is information
available to help us recover in
the event of an unfortunate cyber
incident.
With cybercrime estimated to
It would be a shame if we missed cost Australians more than $1
the wonderful opportunities and billion per year, and around 87%
convenience of using the internet of us accessing the internet every
to shop, bank, research, work day, it’s more important than
and ‘connect’ when and where ever that we take the time to
we want to, just because we are learn about how to keep our
reticent about the prospect of information and assets safe when
criminals being able to steal our we’re online.
money, information or identity.
So it is indeed good to know that For more easy to follow tips, or
we can all take simple steps to to find out more about Stay
Online
Week, visit
better protect our personal or Smart
www.staysmartonline.gov.au
or
business information online.
follow Stay Smart Online on
Even small actions can make a Facebook.
huge difference.
Simple steps for individuals
include:
•
Being careful about how
much personal information
you share online

One simple action we can all take
is to remove all previous email
addresses before forwarding an
email to other people.

