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Ways Forward for ASCCA Clubs Members Forum - Sandra Keen's perspective
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2016 ASCCA
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Three important 6
events of interest to
seniors

welcomed

editor
Sandra Keen’s news
item which we know
is relevant for all our
member clubs; those

who attended the
forum and also for
those who read her
interesting report.

See more about this
Club Forum and NSW
Seniors Festival on
our ASCCA website;
WwWw.ascca.org.au
See more on page 4.

The word ‘forum’ conjured up

various thoughts as I made my

way to 280 Pitt Street, Sydney

on 19™ April. Defined as:

1. the marketplace or
public place forming the
centre of judicial and

public business (as in
Roman forum),

2. a program involving
discussion of a problem
usually by several
authorities,

3. meeting or medium where
ideas and views on a
particular issue can be
exchanged,;

this Forum involved elements of

all these definitions.

The '‘place’ was as crowded as a
Roman forum with representatives
of Computer Clubs from the wider
Sydney area and further afield
(even one from Tamworth). At
times the discussion in the room
even sounded like a crowded
marketplace - vibrant and
purposeful.

ASCCA's Technical Officer Mark
Young explained the ‘public
business’ by demonstrating
some new aspects of the ASCCA
website. Those present now
have a greater understanding of
the huge amount of work
involved in ensuring the ASCCA
website remains current.

Al Stuckey, ASCCA Company
Secretary outlined the
procedures for clubs to follow
when seeking endorsement as a
charity. This certainly formed the
‘judicial business’ of the forum

with  discussion about the
demographics of clubs’ local
areas, the Australian Bureau of
Statistics and the Census, all of
which is used to demonstrate the
case for charity status of a club.

The program involved discussion
of problems facing many
Computer Clubs presented by
two authorities. The main focus

of  gaining and keeping
members, volunteers and
committee members was

addressed by Deborah Martin
from Parramatta Club and Ann
Matthews from Northern
Beaches. The explanations of
how the two clubs function in
relation to these problems
allowed the audience members
to reflect on the way their own
clubs deal with membership and
volunteers. Many questions and
comments followed as members
shared the workings of their
clubs and exchanged ideas
towards solving these problems.

When ASCCA president, Nan
Bosler requested the audience to
form discussion groups and
decide on a particular question
to ask of the whole forum the
room filled with talk. Ideas and
views were exchanged until
finally each group settled on a
particular issue to present.

The Ways Forward for ASCCA
Clubs certainly fulfiled the
definition of a forum. I look
forward to further forums to
discuss other aspects of the
‘Ways Forward’. Thanks to
Sandra Keen, V.P. Computer
Pals for Seniors Newcastle




ASCCA NOTICE BOARD
9-15 May, 2016 - National Volunteer Week - an annual celebration to acknowledge the generous
contributions of our nation’s volunteers - watch for details http://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/
15 - 21 May 2016 - Privacy Awareness Week - the theme is “Privacy in your hands”. See Page 6

16 - 20" of May 2016 - National Consumer Fraud Week, featuring the theme “Wise up to
scams”. http://www.accc.gov.au/about-us/information-for/seniors See Page 6

Monday 5 September 2016 - All ASCCA Digital Photography and Creative Writing Competition
entries must be received by 4.00 pm on this day. No late entries can be accepted. See Page 5

8 - 9 November, 2016 - The 18'™ Australian Computer Conference for Seniors will take place at
the Rydges World Square Hotel, Sydney - with the ASCCA AGM and 2016 Competition Awards to
take place at 3.30 pm on 8" November at the conclusion of the first day of the Conference.

Please help by letting ASCCA know if you have news of an event that will be of interest or
benefit to our ASCCA Members from other States in Australia.

MARK YOUNG
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20 Clubs were represented at the "Ways Forward for ASCCA Clubs Forum" which was

£,

held in Sydney on Tuesday 19 April. There was enthusiastic discussion on all the
topics which were introduced by Nan Bosler ASCCA President, Mark Young ASCCA
Technical Officer, Alwyn Stuckey ASCCA Treasurer, Deborah Martin Parramatta Club
President and Anne Matthews Northern Beaches Training Coordinator.


http://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/
http://www.accc.gov.au/about-us/information-for/seniors
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April was a very busy month for ASCCA in 2016

SENIORS
FESTIVAL

Community Partner

Share the

Shoebox“
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ASCCA “"Ways Forward for Clubs” on 19th April

Thanks to everyone who attended this Forum and special thanks to those who organised
the event or contributed with presentations to stimulate our very eager discussions.

You will be able to read all the helpful presentations on the ASCCA Website; even if the
“tyranny of distance” prevented members of your club from attending the forum.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

From the ASCCA perspective, the “Ways
Forward for Clubs” Forum demonstrated the
willingness of club volunteers to share their
experiences, problems and solutions with an
attitude of mutual respect and interest.

The extent of participation in the enthusiastic
discussions which were driven by the short
presentations from the speakers were both
friendly and pertinent.

Mark Young showed members that the ASCCA
Website is a wonderful resource available for
ASCCA Club Committees, trainers and individual
members, with the members section giving
access to free course materials and much more.
The forum attendees were able to appreciate
the huge task Mark takes on to keep everything
up to date for maximum effectiveness. There

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

was great interest in the details of “the business
side of things” explained by ASCCA’s Secretary
Alwyn Stuckey - particularly some of the
“hidden” benefits of seeking charitable status.

Deborah Martin from Parramatta Club led us in
looking at the strategies we might deploy for
gaining and keeping new members, to keep the
club moving forward with its goals refreshed.
Anne Matthews from Northern Beaches focused
on the ways clubs might find and keep volunteer
tutors and committee members engaged and
happy. Some innovative ways to acknowledge
and “reward” volunteers were heard with great
interest and there was much note tacking.

Our President Nan Bosler was, as usual, the
“glue” that kept us all focused to get the most
from an event that member clubs wish to repeat .

ASCCA "Share the Shoebox Forum” on 8th April

The NSW Seniors Festival sponsored, ASCCA
“Share the Shoebox” Forum was a big
success, with many people going away with
enthusiasm to explore the ideas and discover
ways to use their hidden or forgotten “shoebox
treasures” and send them off “into the future”.

The theme really resonated with our visitors
who responded to the idea that these important
treasures will only be saved if we can give the
following generations a good reason to
keep them and pass them on.

After a welcome from ASCCA’s President and
Seniors Festival Ambassador, Nan Bosler, we
heard a story from Joan Craymer about "Life
in a Box” which emphasised the theme while
suggesting ways that story writing can be fun
while painting a word picture to raise the value
of the treasures for future generations. Later,
she shared some “crafty ideas” to help preserve
the original treasures and perhaps, at the same
time, create remarkable new family mementos,
to become treasures in their own right.

As always, ASCCA’s Technical Officer, Mark
Young entranced the audience with his
“untechnical” sounding explanations of
sometimes scary technology. He implanted
feelings of confidence that all these exciting
projects are possible with a little
encouragement and assistance. Mark mentioned
that ASCCA runs training courses in scanning,

photography, PowerPoint and other useful
“treasure preserving” techniques. These courses
have great potential for training new volunteer
tutors for clubs hoping to develop a “Share the
Shoebox” course.

We enjoyed listening to Dorothy Soper read
the story of the serious business of preparing
your own eulogy, as told by Jenny Willcox of
Walpole WA, who did this with members of the
local Seniors Computer Club. The sharing
experiences of this project proved to be an
outstanding success in every way. Dorothy also
read a short story; “A page in my book of life”,
written by ASCCA Director Annette Stuckey.

Nan Bosler had us completely spellbound as
she dipped into her old Globite school bag which
was filled with examples of the importance of
“Life Story Writing”, a topic about which she is
something of an expert. We certainly leaned a
lot about the way the story that you tell, could
ultimately be the only historical record that is
not lost in time. Later Nan described her
methods for - and the benefits of - documenting
the details of family and personal keepsakes.

This was an exciting morning and every visitor
went home with a free copy of the “Share the
Shoebox” book with details and tips to get
started on their own treasure saving projects. If
you missed out, copies of the book are available
from ASCCA for just $20 including postage.
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This amazing photograph of 703 members of the
11" Australian Infantry Battalion, 3™ Brigade,
which was taken at the 'Old Cheps’ pyramid after
church on Sunday 10%January,1915 is well
known. It offers a sobering reflection upon
the human cost of war. The 11 Battalion was
raised in W.A., soon after the declaration of war
and was sent to Egypt, arriving in December

1914. The men of the 3™ Brigade were the first
ashore at Gallipoli at 4.30am on the 25™ April,
1915 and they were involved in many significant
battles on the Peninsula until the evacuation in
December, when those who had survived were
returned to Egypt. From March 1916 until late
September 1918 they experienced many more
horrors in the trenches on the Western Front.

2016 ASCCA DiGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY & CREATIVE WRITING COMPETITIONS
MAKE THIS THE YEAR YOU AND YOUR CLUB WILL BE INVOLVED

The 2016 ASCCA Competitions are now open
and our generous judges Geoff Beatty from
Still Photography in the Blue Mountains and
Mike Murphy a WA Journalist have indicated
their continued support. The closing date for
both competitions is 5" September 2016 and
the Entry Forms are available for downloading
now on the ASCCA Website. Please read all the
rules and conditions carefully.

The seven categories are unchanged for Digital
Photography and each entrant may present one
photograph, taken after 10" August, 2015 for
entry in each category - a total of six entries.

. Photo Journalism

. Photo Travel

. People/Portrait

. Landscape/Seascape

. Landscape, Structural/Manmade

UDHhWNER

6. Animal (s)
7. Open

For Creative Writing in 2016 we have three
topics for your stories of no more than 1,000
words and three topics for your poems of 300
words or less. You may write only one poem and
one story for each topic - a total of six entries.

The three topics for Story Writing are;
1. Open

2. My Favourite Ancestor

3. A Day at the Beach

The three topics for Poetry are:
1. Open

2. A Love Remembered

3. Flowers

Each financial member of each ASCCA Club
is invited to enter both competitions in 2016
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Pass on this issue of the ASCCA newsletter by printing copies for distribution,
or make a list of all your club members with email addresses and forward it to
them. It is of interest to each member of every club, not just Committee members.

The newsletter can also be read and/or downloaded from our website:-
www.ascca.org.au You are welcome to copy items from this newsletter but
acknowledgment of ASCCA is required.

Membership of ASCCA is
open to all Seniors
Computer Clubs,
Organisations with a
membership including
Seniors, and organisations
that recognise the value of
computer technology for
Seniors.

Cost of ASCCA membership
Up to, and including, 40
members - $110 Incl. GST
Over 40 and up to 100
members - $160 Incl. GST
Over 100 members - $275
Incl. GST Corporate
Membership also welcome.

If you fit one of those
categories and are
interested in joining ASCCA
please go to our website
WWW.ascca.org.au

or email office@ascca.org.au

to find out how to start a
club or read some of the
advantages of joining
ASCCA if you are an
existing club.

An Application Form is
available on the website.

DISCLAIMER: This newsletter
is provided “As Is” without
warranty of any kind. Each
reader of the ASCCA
newsletter assumes complete
risk as to the accuracy and
subsequent use of its contents.

Newsletter Editor:

Joan Craymer, Email:
ascca@ascca.org.au
Contributions are welcome.
Remember this is YOUR
NEWSLETTER. Please
take special note clubs
outside Sydney and NSW.
Please forward
contributions by email to
the editor.

GIVE HAPPY
LIVE HAPPY

Research shows volunteers live happier and healthier
lives. There are six million volunteers in Australia who
“Give Happy, Live Happy”. Congratulations to all our
ASCCA Volunteers and to all who give so much of their
time volunteering at ASCCA Clubs throughout Australia.
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Taking charge of your personal information means using

PRIVEACY | 1521 vy 20

AWARENESS WEEK

#2016PAW www.oaic.gov.au/paw

the knowledge, skills, guidance, and assistance that is
available from organisations such as the Office of the
Australian Information Commissioner (OAIC). They can
help everyone to understand and protect their rights and
responsibilities under the Privacy Act 1988. The Privacy
Awareness Week theme for 2016 is quite appropriately;
“It's in your hands”.

This year’s NATIONAL CONSUMER FRAUD WEEK campaign will
run from the 16" to the 20" of May featuring the theme
'Wise up to scams’. http://www.accc.gov.au/about-us

information-for/seniors The campaign focuses on older
consumers and the ACCC provides information and services
that may be of particular interest to older consumers.
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