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Welcome to Penny Douglas who has joined the ASCCA Board

Penny Douglas, President of
Brisbane Seniors OnlLine
Incorporated has been invited
to fill the current casual vacancy

in the New South Wales
Department of Transport. It
was the only computer in the
office and sat in its own

ASCCA Notice Board 2 | on the Australian Seniors specially air-conditioned room.
Computer Clubs Association, A late-comer to university
Ways Forward for 2 | ASCCA Board. study, Penny completed her
ASCCA Clubs Forum Penn . . . ! .
y enjoyed a wide ranging Commerce Degree at Griffith
Program : . .
career with Commonwealth, New University as a mature aged
I really can't stress South Wales and Queensland student.
the word 3 | Governments, in areas from ager joining Brisbane Seniors
independence enough. procurement to finance and o,iine in 2013 as a mentor
Dr. Scott Hollier strategic policy and planning. Penny became President ir;
Notice: Share the 4 She has served on a number of 2014 and is passionate about

Shoebox Forum fully

committees and was Treasurer
for the Brisbane State High
School Parents’ and Citizens’
Association for a number of
years.

Penny retired in 2012 to
provide more support for her
elderly parents and spend
additional time with her
grandchildren.

Her first exposure to computers
was in the 1980s as a data
entry operator for the
production of season rail tickets

helping seniors gain the
knowledge and confidence to
access and benefit from the
internet. She still finds time to
do a bit of mentoring and
enjoys sharing her knowledge
of computers and software
applications.

In her spare time Penny enjoys
travelling, caravanning, sewing
and the occasional foray into
the garden.

We are very happy to
welcome Penny to the Board.

2016 Seniors Festival Expo - ASCCA will once again be involved

This year the Premiers Gala Concerts and Festival Expo, will be held at the Allphones
Arena, Sydney Olympic Park during the Festival.

The 2016 Premier's Gala Concerts will be held: Tuesday 5 April: 11.00am and 2.15pm &
Wednesday 6 April: 11.00am and 2.15pm.

The Seniors Festival Expo is now a stand alone event to the Premiers Gala Concerts, to
be held in the Forecourt of the Allphones Arena. The Expo will be open to concert patrons
and the general public. The NSW Seniors Festival Expo will expand in 2016 from 30 to
more than 50 exhibitor stands. Don’t forget to visit the ASCCA Expo Stand.




ASCCA NOTICE BOARD

1—10 April 2016 - NSW Seniors Festival will have the theme “"Grow Young”

5 & 6 April 2016 - An Expo will be held alongside the NSW Premier’s Gala Concerts, opening 90
minutes before each concert. The venue is the Forecourt at Allphones Arena, Sydney Olympic

Park. The dates are Tues.5" April and Wed. 6" April. You will find ASCCA represented with a
stand at the Expo. http://www.nswseniorsweek.com.au/events/expo

8 April 2016 - The Friday 8" ASCCA “Share the Shoebox Forum” BOOKED OUT - See back Page
19 April 2016 - “Ways Forward for ASCCA Clubs” - Members Forum. See details below
May 2016 - The 2016 Privacy Awareness Week will be held in May - more news later

9-15 May, 2016 - National Volunteer Week - an annual celebration to acknowledge the generous
contributions of our nation’s volunteers - watch for details http://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/

8 - 9 November, 2016 - The 18'™ Australian Computer Conference for Seniors will take place at
the Rydges World Square Hotel, Sydney - with the ASCCA AGM to take place at 3.30 pm on 8"
November at the conclusion of the first day of the Conference

Please help by letting ASCCA know if you have news of an event that will be of interest or
benefit to our ASCCA Members from other States in Australia, please share the details with us
at ASCCA. We are interested in news about ASCCA Clubs throughout Australia.

For Trainers &
Committee
Members of

ASCCA Clubs

“Join the
Conversation”

A great
opportunity to
learn from each
other

RSVP Needed
Ring 9286 3871
Email:

office@ascca.org.au

PROGRAM
9.30 am
9.35am

9.50 am

10.35am
10.50 am

11.35 am

12.25 pm

Ways Forward for ASCCA Clubs - Members Forum

e e

19 April 2016
9.30am -12.30 pm
Level 1, 280 Pitt Street, Sydney

Introduction - Nan Bosler, President, ASCCA

What’s on the ASCCA website - Mark Young, Technical
Officer, ASCCA
The business side of things - Alwyn Stuckey, Company
Secretary, ASCCA

Discussion & questions to the speakers

Gaining and keeping Members - Deborah Martin, Parramatta

Finding and keeping Volunteers Trainers and Committee
Members - Ann Matthews, Northern Beaches

Discussion & questions to the speakers

Flexibility of program offered

Discussion & questions to the speaker

Any other issues to discuss

Closing
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"I really can't stress the word 'independence’ enough”, says Dr. Scott Hollier

In a recent radio interview with Laura
Corrigan, The Wires, Dr. Scott Hollier who
is the director of Media Access Australia,
gave personal examples of the problems
he, as a legally blind student, faced at
university in the 1990s. "“If I wanted to get
access to a text book I'd need help. I'd
need help to get to the library on campus,
I'd need help for that book to be converted
into large print or audio. It would take a lot
of time, it would require a lot of staff and
ultimately half the semester would be gone
by the time those processes could be
addressed. And that’s a common problem.
But the great thing about access to the web
is that with the right technology on my
computer I can independently access that
information and I really can’t stress the
word independence enough.”

To read the full transcript of this interview
and learn about the advocacy and expertise
this independent not-for-profit organisation
provides to help people with a disability in
“crossing the digital divide” have a good
look around Media Access Australia website.
http://www.mediaaccess.org.au/

If you look at some of the definitions of
“independence” it is easy to understand the
frustration of people who just want to be
able to think and act for themselves, be
autonomous and free and not under the
“rule” of the thoughts or actions of others.
No matter how willing, helpful and available
supporters are, relying on them for
assistance and always feeling under an
obligation must constantly undermine the
basic need for independence - no wonder
Scott wants us all to understand.

This wonderful gift of independence can
come through access to the right
technology for the one million Australians
with a disability who currently do not have
internet access at home, because of cost,
complexity and/or connectivity issues.

There are also four million other Australians
who are unable to take advantage of the
educational and social benefits of an
internet connection. For a fascinating
insight into the facts you can access the

recent “Australian Digital Inclusion Index
Report Discussion Paper”.

http://digitalinclusionindex.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2015/08/
ADII DiscussionPaper Final Web8.pdf

Dr Scott Hollier, believes that choosing the
right devices and being aware of
compatibility options can help reduce the
divide between those who can, and those
who can’t, access the web.

"In order for a person with a disability to
effectively get internet access, two things
have to happen," says Dr. Hollier. "One is
that the person with the disability has to
have the tools they need on their particular
device or computer. And the other is that
those particular websites or apps have to
be designed in a particular way.”

"A lot of devices today have accessibility
features built in, which they didn’t have ten
years ago... and so our attention turns to
the need to make the web and apps
compatible with these tools. And that's
really the big issue now."

In a nutshell, even those among us who do
not have a disability must make the effort
to care and advocate for independence for
everyone. It is easy in the current
environment when you are surrounded by
people who appear to be almost obsessed
with constant connectivity, to realise that
this problem is still so prevalent. To
“digital natives” without a disability
this problem is possibly even invisible.
=
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ASCCA supports digital inclusion for all.



http://www.mediaaccess.org.au/
http://digitalinclusionindex.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/ADII_DiscussionPaper_Final_Web8.pdf
http://digitalinclusionindex.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/ADII_DiscussionPaper_Final_Web8.pdf
http://digitalinclusionindex.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/ADII_DiscussionPaper_Final_Web8.pdf

Website www.ascca.org.au Computer Clubs Association
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Australian Seniors
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Working for Seniors

® Member Support: cdo@ascca.org.au

® New Club Support: cdo@ascca.org.au

280 Pitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000

® President: ascca@ascca.org.au

Phone 02 9286 3871 Fax 02 9286 3876
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Pass on this issue of the ASCCA newsletter by printing copies for distribution,
or make a list of all your club members with email addresses and forward it to
them. It is of interest to each member of every club, not just Committee members.

The newsletter can also be read and/or downloaded from our website:-
www.ascca.org.au You are welcome to copy items from this newsletter but
acknowledgment of ASCCA is required.

Membership of ASCCA is
open to all Seniors
Computer Clubs,
Organisations with a
membership including
Seniors, and organisations
that recognise the value of
computer technology for
Seniors.

Cost of ASCCA membership
Up to, and including, 40
members - $110 Incl. GST
Over 40 and up to 100
members - $160 Incl. GST
Over 100 members - $275
Incl. GST Corporate
Membership also welcome.

If you fit one of those
categories and are
interested in joining ASCCA
please go to our website
WWW.ascca.org.au

or email office@ascca.org.au

to find out how to start a
club or read some of the
advantages of joining
ASCCA if you are an
existing club.

An Application Form is
available on the website.

DISCLAIMER: This newsletter
is provided “As Is” without
warranty of any kind. Each
reader of the ASCCA
newsletter assumes complete
risk as to the accuracy and
subsequent use of its contents.

Newsletter Editor:

Joan Craymer, Email:
ascca@ascca.org.au
Contributions are welcome.
Remember this is YOUR
NEWSLETTER. Please
take special note clubs
outside Sydney and NSW.
Please forward
contributions by email to
the editor.

Share the
Shoebox
Forum

Friday, 8 April 2016
9.30am -12.00'noon
280 Pitt Street, Sydney.

NSW

SENIORS
FESTIVAL

Community Partner

_. Thanks for your interest in
- this ASCCA NSW Seniors
; Festival event. We regret it
is now fully booked.

If you missed out on the
ASCCA “SHARE THE
SHOEBOX FORUM” on Friday
8" April you will be able to
purchase a copy of the new
ASCCA “"How To"” book which
is full of ideas and tips about
the many different ways you
can take your own treasured
memories on a journey into
the new age.

comutes ute ascoron ASCCA

Joan Craymer
Nan Bosler
Mark Young

Contact the ASCCA Office to
order a copy at the special
price of $20 including
postage within Australia.

Share‘a.Shoebox
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