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Inside this Issue 

For two days, the 17th and 18th 

November 2015, ASCCA will 
once again present an event 
guaranteed to inspire and 

inform all who attend.  The 
benefits of this event will then 

be conveyed by individual 
delegates and shared with 
passion to inform members of 

ASCCA Seniors Computer Clubs 

throughout Australia. 
 

In recent years, an increasing 
number of our member clubs 

have made plans to pay for 
some of their volunteers to 

attend the conference.  Some 
do this through a “lucky draw” 
for one or more of those of 

their volunteers who would like 
to take advantage of the 

opportunity to attend.  This has 
proved very successful in 
introducing the supportive work 

of ASCCA to a variety of  

different members.   
 

Remind your club members, 
that each financial member of 

an ASCCA Member Club 
anywhere in Australia is also a 
member of the Australian 

Seniors Computer Clubs 

Association (ASCCA).   
 

To sharpen your interest in the 

17th Conference, here are a few 

details of three 2015 presenters. 
 

It is hard to know just where to 

begin to describe the life and 
achievements of the positive 
and inspirational Emeritis 

Professor Ron McCallum AO, 
who will talk to us about 

“Computers and Vision Loss: 
The Marvels of Adaptive 

Technology”.  He graduated in 
Law at Monash University in 
1972, completed a Master of 

Laws Degree at Queen’s 
University in Canada in 1974 

and taught at Monash 
University for 18 years.  He 
was appointed to a full 

professorship at Sydney 
University in 1993 and served 

as Dean of the University of 
Sydney Law School between 
2002 and 2007 and “retired” in 

2011.   
 

Of course any attempted effort 
to record Professor McCallum’s 

“retirement” achievements 
would fill this newsletter - he is 
a man whose whole life has 

been useful and inspirational - 
and he has been totally blind 

since birth.  He will recount 
portions of his own life as he 

Continued on Page 2 

As usual, our cheerful 

and generous ASCCA 

staff and volunteers will 

greet you and make you 

welcome from the 

moment you arrive at 

Rydges World Square 

Hotel on the 17th and 

18th November for the 

2015 - 17th Australian  

Computer Conference for 

Seniors. 
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Monday 31 August at 4.00 pm. ASCCA 2015 Digital Photography and Creative Writing 
Competition Entries will close.  Please encourage your Club Members to participate! 
 

1 October 2015 - World Health Organisation International Day of Older Persons 
 

12 - 16 October 2015 - Stay Smart Online Week - Theme “Your Business is Your Business”. 
 

17 & 18 November, 2015 - The 17th Annual ASCCA Computer Conference for Seniors will take 
place at the Rydges World Square Hotel, Sydney - with the ASCCA AGM to take place at 3.30 pm 
on 17th November at the conclusion of the first day of the Conference. 

Continued from Page 1 

talks about the adaptive technologies that 

have enabled blind and vision impaired 
computer users to operate on a level 

playing field.  
 

It would be a mistake to 
think that you will need to 
be an informed and 

enthusiastic Genealogist, to 
be fascinated by the 

presentation we will have 
from Kerry Farmer, who is 
Director of Australian 

Studies, National Institute for Genealogical 
Studies and has developed their course 

series ‘Certificate in Genealogical Studies – 
Australian Records’. 
 

One of her areas of expertise is the use of 
DNA Testing for Genealogists and she has 

degrees in both science and the arts.  Kerry 
is a member of the Education Committee of 

the Society of Australian Genealogists and 
has been teaching family history classes 
since 1997. She is the author and co-author 

of several books, including “DNA for 
Genealogists” (3rd edn. 2015) and her 

presentation will introduce “The concepts of 
DNA, the tests available to genealogists, 
and how they can be used to answer 

questions about relationships - and as 
additional tools for family history research.” 
 

Alex Zaharov-Reutt, is an expert 

technology journalist, who has appeared on 
all of Australia’s free-to-air and Pay TV 
networks on all the major news and current 

affairs programs, on radio and in various 
print magazines and newspapers.  Alex is  a 

Technology Evangelist, a term which has 
come to be used in the modern non-
religious context to describe; “Any zealous 

advocate of a cause.”   Those of us who met 

Alex at our 2014 ASCCA Conference will 
agree that his enthusiasm was boundless 

and our interest in his presentation of all 
technical gadgets for fun and life 
improvements, was so great we were 

reluctant to let him leave the stage.  This 
year Alex has promised to “Take us back to 

the future” as the final speaker at the 
conference.  He will “Share the latest new 
technologies and tell us cool new tech toys 

to play with and show us what’s in store for 
2016 and beyond, as he showcases some 

snazzy tips and tricks in iOS, Windows and 
Android.”  He tells us you will also learn the 
techniques you need to keep your 

computers, tablets and smartphones 
running smoothly. 
 

These three exciting speakers give a 

small  snapshot of the wide variety of 
excellent speakers we have lined up for 
2016.    
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Most people reading 

this story probably  
remember the air of 

excitement when TV 
came to Australia in 
time for the Olympic 

Games in Melbourne 
in 1956.  Many of us 

who could not afford 
to buy a TV set crowded around shop 
windows to watch this exciting new 

phenomenon.   
 

As the price decreased most families 

eventually embraced TV and many studied 
the program guide from the newspaper and 

planned meals, outings and other events to 
suit the programmed times for the TV 

shows they would choose to watch.  At that 
time, an eventual rerun was the only hope 

if you went out and missed your show.   
 

Who would have imagined that free to air 
TV, delivered to a strict schedule would 

almost vanish as an option, as we enjoyed 
ever improving opportunities to record now 

and watch later at a time more convenient 
to our life.  Many of us might have to admit  
that in those early days we relied upon our 

children to set the timer to switch our 

recorders on and off automatically!   
 

However, with a new century upon us, 
things were set to become even more 

complex and almost unbelievable, when 
digital recorders with clever features to 
pause live TV and replay later while 

skipping the commercials, were developed.  
On these sophisticated recorders with hard 

drives, it was possible to watch one 
program while recording several others at 
the same time.  Some of these features 

were originally tied up with subscription - or 

cable TV.   
 

This new way of watching TV was called 
“time shifting” and it did provide a time 

saving bonus we really enjoy. After 
surviving the intricacies of Set Top Boxes, 
the Digital Switchover and learning to 

manage four or five different remote 
controls; we have come to a place where 

some of us are facing a huge learning curve 

as we try to work out how everything about 

TV has “suddenly” changed so much.  
 

All the “rules” have changed and the TV, 

entertainment and advertising industries 
themselves, are also having problems 

keeping up with the speed and different 
directions of some of the changes.      
 

With us all skipping the ads, how can the TV 
companies afford to buy or produce quality 
shows when the advertisers know nobody is 

watching the commercials? Time shifting 
has made it impossible for accurate  ratings 

to let the advertisers know who is watching   
- and when.  To maintain the business of 

advertisers and the companies they 
represent, it appears that the cost of 
screening and producing commercials has 

dropped.  This has led to inferior adds that 
often look like a poorly made PowerPoint 

Show with almost no real people – which 
brings us to the new problem of more out of 

work actors and video production people.    
 

Now the Internet and cable companies are 
joining forces with “online streaming” of TV 

and working out new revenue paths like 
placing ads that cannot be fast forwarded or 

skipped when we watch “Catch-Up TV” on 
our computers or smart TV.  Some of us 
hardly know what all this is about and may 

not be ready to spend the time required to 
understand and subscribe to Stan, Primo, 

Netflix or a plethora of other streaming 
services.  We just want to watch TV! 
 

Yet many of us are frustrated  by the never 
ending “reality TV” and low quality shows 
about tattoos and other weird topics, or the 

45th re-run of a third rate TV show that is 

often more than 20 years old.   

 
 

Has your ASCCA Computer Club started 
to run workshops or courses to inform 

and educate people not familiar with 
the ways of managing all these new TV 

and entertainment technologies?  Who 
would have expected that seniors could 
be marginalized by being unable to 

keep up with something as ordinary as 

watching TV? 

 



 
Membership of ASCCA is 
open to all Seniors 
Computer Clubs, 
Organisations with a 
membership including 

Seniors, and organisations 

that recognise the value of 
computer technology for 
Seniors. 
 

Cost of ASCCA membership 
Up to, and including, 20 
members $55 - 20 and up 

to 40  members - $110 
Incl. GST - Over 40 and up 
to 100 members - $165 
Incl. GST - Over 100 
members - $285 Incl. GST - 

Corporate Membership also 

welcome. 
 

If you fit one of those 
categories and are 
interested in joining ASCCA 
please go to our website  

www.ascca.org.au  
or email office@ascca.org.au  

to find out how to start a 
club or read some of the 
advantages of joining 

ASCCA if you are an 
existing club.   

An Application Form is 
available on the website. 
 

DISCLAIMER: This newsletter 
is provided “As Is” without 

warranty of any kind. Each 
reader of the ASCCA 
newsletter assumes complete 
risk as to the accuracy and 
subsequent use of its contents.  
 

Newsletter Editor:  

Joan Craymer, Email: 
ascca@ascca.org.au  

Contributions are welcome.   
Remember this is YOUR 
NEWSLETTER.  Please 
forward contributions by 
email to the editor.  
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Page 4 Pass on this issue of the ASCCA newsletter by printing copies for distribution, 

or make a list of all your club members with email addresses and forward it to 
them.  It is of interest to each member of every club, not just Committee members. 
 

The newsletter can also be read and/or downloaded from our website:- 
www.ascca.org.au You are welcome to copy items from this newsletter but 
acknowledgment of ASCCA is required. 

 

Website www.ascca.org.au 

 General Information: office@ascca.org.au 

 Member Support: cdo@ascca.org.au 

 New Club Support: cdo@ascca.org.au 

 President: ascca@ascca.org.au 

280 Pitt Street, Sydney  NSW   2000  

Phone 02 9286 3871    Fax 02 9286 3876 

office@ascca.org.au 

ABN 47 097 847 642 
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2015 Theme: Sustainability 

and Age Inclusiveness in 

the Urban Environment 
 

This year is the 25th Anniversary 

of the International Day of Older 
Persons (IDOP) and the focus 

will be, “On the impact older 
people have on the new urban 
environment as well as the 

effect it in turn has on them”. 
The theme is in line with the 
third United Nations Conference 

on Housing and Sustainable 
Urban Development (Habitat III) 

to be held in 2016. 

 

It is expected that by 2030 six 
out of every ten people in the 
world  will reside in urban areas 

and this will result in the 
number of older persons in 
urban areas of developing 

countries making up a quarter of 
their total population. The 

overall number of people over 
60 living in cities may grow to 
over 900 million by 2050. 
 

It is hoped these trends will 

offer older people opportunities 
for a better quality of life. If 
cities are well planned, more 

accessible and safer and can 
incorporate age friendly public 

facilities; social inclusion is more 
likely to raise the standards of 
living for them. Well planned 

cities are also more likely to 

provide income generating and 
educational opportunities which 

will improve the self esteem of 
these older people and reduce 

their dependency.   
 

This is why ASCCA is so involved 

in its mission to assist clubs to 
educate seniors in using 

computer technology to enrich 
their lives and make them more 
self-reliant. 
 

We work to bridge the 

generation gap and assist 
sen io rs  to  bene f i t  the 
community through their 

collective experience and 
knowledge.  We know how much 
we seniors still have to give to 

society. 
 

At ASCCA we endorse the World 

Health Organisation’s words: 
 

Populations around the world 
are rapidly ageing. This is a 
cause for celebration.  
 

Older people are a wonderful 

resource for their families, 
communities and in the 

formal or informal workforce. 
They are a repository of 
knowledge. They can help us 

avoid making the same 

mistakes again. 
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