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Inside this Issue 

In just 108 days from Saturday 1st 

August 2015 YOU could be sitting with 
old friends,  ready to make new friends 

- while you learn about and are amazed 
by the world of Computer Technology.  
 

YOU could be enjoying the start of the 
17 t h  Annual  ASCCA Computer 

Conference for Seniors, to be held at 
the Rydges World Square Hotel in Pitt 

Street Sydney on 17th and 18th 
November 2015.   
 

We have already “locked in” many of 
your favourite “old” speakers and many 

great new speakers who are all really 
looking forward to coming along to 

entertain and inform YOU.  Their topics 
are wide and varied and you will be 

thrilled by the quality and depth of 

their presentations. 

We know that the cost and effort of 
coming to Sydney is a factor for some 

ASCCA Members, however, you will 
certainly find the trip both worthwhile 

and enjoyable.   

 

The 2015 ASCCA Digital The 2015 ASCCA Digital 

Photography and Creative Photography and Creative 

Writing Competitions will Writing Competitions will 

close at 4.00 pm Monday close at 4.00 pm Monday 

3131stst
  August, 2015.   August, 2015.     

  

Have YOU sent your entries Have YOU sent your entries 

in yet?  There is still time!in yet?  There is still time!  
Our Photography Judge Geoff Beatty 

and Creative Writing Judge Mike 

Murphy are waiting for your entries. 
Geoff Beatty Mike Murphy 
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Monday 31 August at 4.00 pm. ASCCA 2015 Digital Photography and Creative Writing 
Competition Entries will close.  Please encourage your Club Members to participate! 
 

12 - 16 October 2015 - Stay Smart Online Week - Theme “Your Business is Your Business”. 
 

17 & 18 November, 2015 - The 17th Annual ASCCA Computer Conference for Seniors will take 
place at the Rydges World Square Hotel, Sydney - with the ASCCA AGM to take place at 3.30 pm 
on 17th November at the conclusion of the first day of the Conference. 

The excellent work 

which Susan Ryan 
has carried out as 

Australia’s Age and 
D i s a b i l i t y 
D i s c r i m i n a t i o n 

Commissioner has 
not gone unnoticed 

by the Federal 
Government.  It has 
just been announced 

that she has also 
taken on the newly 

created role of 
Ambassador for Mature Age Employment.   
 

It is true that Susan, who readily admits to 
being a mature aged worker herself; knows 

about the satisfaction and enjoyment of 
working hard.  She recently told a radio 
interviewer that working at something she 

enjoys keeps her “young at heart”. 
 

Since becoming a Senator and the first 

female Minister in the Labour Government 
of Bob Hawk, she has had many different 

jobs, including that of President of the 
Australian Institute of Superannuation 
Trustees.  Susan Ryan has presented a 

great example by battl ing sex 
discrimination, age discrimination and 

disability discrimination with grace and 
determination. Now she has eagerly 
embraced this new challenge of fighting 

discrimination against mature aged 
workers.   Susan has really been a  calm, 

self-possessed trailblazer for a generation 
of older Australian women 
 

While understanding the necessity of 
today’s seniors needing to work for longer 
to support a much longer and healthier life, 

Susan is also eager to find ways to promote 

the benefits for business in continuing to 
make good use of the considerable skills of 

older workers. When announcing the 
appointment of Susan Ryan, the Federal 
Treasurer, Joe Hockey said; “It is not just 

the wisdom, skills and experience of older 
Australians that can benefit employers; 

older Australians also contribute maturity 
and stability to workplaces.” 
 

Mr. Hockey also said; “Ms Ryan, Australia’s 
current Age and Disability Commissioner, 
has been a strong advocate for mature 

aged job seekers throughout her career.” 
 

Susan Ryan is keen to use her new position 
to promote and build on the Government’s 
incentive for employers and mature age job 

seekers through the $10,000 “Restart Wage 
Subsidy.”  From 1st November, an employer 

who takes on an eligible job seeker aged 50 
or over can receive this $10,000 subsidy 
over 12 months, instead of the previous 24 

months and the payments will be given to 
the employer fortnightly, rather than after 

six months as is currently the case. 
 

Restart has helped over 1,600 mature aged 

job seekers to return to the workforce and 
reduced the costs of hiring for employers. 
 

If you want to learn more about the Restart 
wage subsidy call 13 17 15 or visit: http://
www.employment.gov.au/restart-wage-

subsidy 
 

Susan Ryan has always been keen to 

support ASCCA in our goals to make 
computer technologies available to all 
seniors and people with disabilities.  

We are happy to congratulate her on 
this new appointment. 

http://www.employment.gov.au/restart-wage-subsidy
http://www.employment.gov.au/restart-wage-subsidy
http://www.employment.gov.au/restart-wage-subsidy
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Megan Jones is the tutor for the newly 
formed Manjimup Seniors Computer Group 

at the Manjimup Community Resource 
Centre (CRC).  Megan and her students 

recently welcomed a visit from the Seniors 
Computer Group from the Walpole CRC 
which is under the guidance of ASCCA 

Board Member Jenny Willcox.  Megan said 
she was pleased to develop a partnership 

with Walpole as the completed projects 
brought along to demonstrate what could 

be achieved on their computers inspired the 
members of the new Manjimup Group - and 
an invitation was extended for a return visit 

to Walpole later in the year. 
 

Jenny Willcox spoke of how the Walpole 

group came into being back in 2007 after a 
chance meeting in Sydney with ASCCA’s 

President, Nan Bosler at a Microsoft 
Conference. Jenny had been teaching an 
Introduction to Computing Course as a 

TAFE Module at the Walpole CRC, but 
became aware the formal side of this course 

was not appealing to seniors; whose 
interests were centred  around staying in 
touch with family and friends over the 

internet and writing memoirs and family 

stories.   
 

With Nan’s encouragement, Jenny found 
the means to establish a Seniors Computing 

Club, under the umbrella of the Walpole 
CRC (then called Walpole Telecentre) as an 
affiliated member of ASCCA.  Since then 

Jenny has become a Director of ASCCA 
(2011) and is the conduit in Western 

Australia between all Seniors Computer 
Clubs, many of which are under umbrellas 
of other CRCs and she has helped them 

reap the benefits of the resources provided 

to ASCCA Member Clubs. 
 

Since 2007 Jenny has, with assistance from  

CRC staff and volunteers, guided the 
seniors group in learning new skills in the 

area of technology and applying those skills 
to practical applications.  She believes this 

is a great way to keep everyone interested, 
as they see their own projects coming to 

fruition.  
  

Some members have written and published 

their memoirs and family histories.  Others 
have learned to scan old slides and 
negatives and master the complexities of 

Microsoft Powerpoint. These precious 
memories have been made into DVDs, with 

topics ranging from their lives on the farm, 
family histories and even eulogies—their 
own as well as other family members.  

Some have applied skills in Microsoft 
Publisher to create a printed booklet of 

family memorabilia as well as sets of labels 
for their pantry jars. 
 

More recently the Walpole Seniors Group  
has had tuition in Dropbox and Facebook, 
with Skype planned for Term 3.  A small 

iPad interest group has also been formed 

for those with tablets. 
 

After seeing the work from 
the Walpole Computer 

Group, Megan and her 
students from Manjimup 
are eager to record their 

own local and family 
histories to show the close 

relationship between the 
families of the early 

settlers in their district.   
Thanks to Jenny for telling us about 

the collaboration between the 
established Walpole Club and the new 
Manjimup Club. Perhaps more ASCCA 

Clubs should visit and exchange ideas 

and enjoy a happy outing! 

 



 
Membership of ASCCA is 
open to all Seniors 
Computer Clubs, 
Organisations with a 
membership including 

Seniors, and organisations 

that recognise the value of 
computer technology for 
Seniors. 
 

Cost of ASCCA membership 
Up to, and including, 20 
members $55 - 20 and up 

to 40  members - $110 
Incl. GST - Over 40 and up 
to 100 members - $165 
Incl. GST - Over 100 
members - $285 Incl. GST - 

Corporate Membership also 

welcome. 
 

If you fit one of those 
categories and are 
interested in joining ASCCA 
please go to our website  

www.ascca.org.au  
or email office@ascca.org.au  

to find out how to start a 
club or read some of the 
advantages of joining 

ASCCA if you are an 
existing club.   

An Application Form is 
available on the website. 
 

DISCLAIMER: This newsletter 
is provided “As Is” without 

warranty of any kind. Each 
reader of the ASCCA 
newsletter assumes complete 
risk as to the accuracy and 
subsequent use of its contents.  
 

Newsletter Editor:  

Joan Craymer, Email: 
ascca@ascca.org.au  

Contributions are welcome.   
Remember this is YOUR 
NEWSLETTER.  Please 
forward contributions by 
email to the editor.  

 

 

ASCCA Newsletter 

Volume 17  No 7 

ISSN 1446-862X 
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or make a list of all your club members with email addresses and forward it to 
them.  It is of interest to each member of every club, not just Committee members. 
 

The newsletter can also be read and/or downloaded from our website:- 
www.ascca.org.au You are welcome to copy items from this newsletter but 
acknowledgment of ASCCA is required. 

 

Website www.ascca.org.au 

 General Information: office@ascca.org.au 

 Member Support: cdo@ascca.org.au 

 New Club Support: cdo@ascca.org.au 

 President: ascca@ascca.org.au 

280 Pitt Street, Sydney  NSW   2000  

Phone 02 9286 3871    Fax 02 9286 3876 

office@ascca.org.au 

ABN 47 097 847 642 
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Did you know that there is new 

legislation to enhance online 
safety for children? These  

welcome new laws came into 
effect from 1 July 2015 and 
include the establishment of the 

Office of the Children's 
eSafety Commissioner, with 

leading online safety expert, 
Alastair MacGibbon being 
appointed as the f i rs t 

Commissioner.  He will operate 
a complaints system backed by 

legislation to get harmful 
cyberbullying material targeted 
at an Australian child down 

quickly from large social media 

sites. 
 

He will also have the power to 
issue a notice to a person who 

has posted cyberbullying 
material targeted at an 

Australian child, requiring the 
person to remove the material. 
 

As seniors, who have at heart,  
the interests of young and 
vulnerable children who have 

absolutely no fear and little 
understanding of the power of 

the internet - and social media 
in particular - we will find this 
step to protect young people 
very welcome and long overdue.   
 

Paul Fletcher, Parliamentary 

Secretary to the Minister for 

Communications, said; "Over 

the past few years there have 
been big changes in children's 

online behaviour. Today 
children use social media very 
extensively – often from the 

age of ten or younger. Many 
children have smartphones or 

other devices which give 
internet connectivity – meaning 
they are often using the 

internet in circumstances where 

there is no adult supervision.” 
 

The complaints service of the  
C h i l d r e n ' s  e S a f e t y 

Commissioner is now available 
to protect Australian children.  
 

There are so many positive 
aspects for children who can 

safely navigate in the digital 
world, if responsible adults they 
trust can help them to take 

advantage of all these great 
learning and communication 

opportunities online by keeping 
a watchful eye on them and 

becoming involved. 
 

For more information, or to 
make a complaint or sign up 

for the Online Newsletter 
visit the Children's eSafety 
Commissioner’s website at 

www.esafety.gov.au  

http://www.ascca.org.au
mailto:office@seniorcomputing.org
mailto:ascca@ascca.org.au
http://www.ascca.org.au
mailto:office@ascca.org.au
mailto:cdo@ascca.org.au
mailto:cdo@ascca.org.au
mailto:ascca@ascca.org.au
http://www.esafety.gov.au/

