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Can you believe it?  We have 
already had our first enquiry about 
the date and venue for the 2013 
ASCCA Conference!  After our poor 
president Nan picked herself up off 
the floor where she had been 
indulging in a fit of hysterics about 
the thought of starting all over; 
she did answer – “The 15th 
Conference will be held at Rydges 
World Square in the CBD of 
Sydney and the date has yet to be 
fixed but will probably be in the 
first half of November 2013.”  
 

It is the appreciation of our 
members and others who attend 
our conferences that gives Nan, 
the rest of the ASCCA Board and 
all the other volunteers the drive 
to move on to begin preparing our 
next conference. “I enjoyed the 
conference. Presenters were 
interesting and it all went off well. 
The venue is great, easy to get to 
and the food is excellent and in 
abundance”, wrote a member 
from a NSW rural club.   
 

The message that came from our 
Japanese visitors Noriko and 
Marchan brought much happiness 

to many of us at ASCCA. “It was a 
wonderful event!!  Thank you very 
m u c h  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g ! !  
We  enjoyed your conference very 
much!!!  We have decided to visit 
next year with other Senior PC 
Volunteer friends.  We appreciated 
your hospitality.  I am sending you 
pictures I took.” 
  

Over two days; the 13th and 14th 
November, around 200 people 
enjoyed the 14th Australian 
Sen i o r s  Compu t e r  C l u bs 
Association (ASCCA) Annual 
Computer Conference for Seniors 
at Rydges World Square Hotel in 
Sydney.  These people came from 
all over Australia for a professional 
and informative conference that 
was presented in a spirit of 
friendship, sharing and fun. The 
calibre of the speakers who all 
donated their time and expertise 
was most impressive from the 
moment the conference was 
opened by the Hon. Susan Ryan 
A O ,  A g e  D i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
Commissioner, Australian Human 
Rights Commission, until the very 
end of the second day when we 
finished with our usual Clubs 
Speak segment.  
 

During this time three short 
promotional movies about the 
work of AUSOM Incorporated in 
Melbourne, Computer Pals for 
Seniors - The Hills and Computer 
Pals for Seniors - Epping Inc. in 
Sydney were shown. AUSOM has 
been around for almost 33 years 
and is currently Australia's largest 
Apple User Group with almost 800 
members.  Isabel Collins made the 
bright and colourful five minute 
movie for the promotion of her club.  

Continued on Page 3 

David enveloped Nan in a 
welcome hug (above) and 
Marchan and Joan shared a 
warm reunion after meeting 
at the conference in Sydney 
last year (right). 
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The one minute movie about “The Hills” was 
made by Terri Weston and the three minute 
movie about Epping was made by Joan Craymer.  
Many people went away thinking this kind of 
promotion could entice interest and confidence 
in computer learning from intending members. 
 

On the first day of the conference a feast of 
exciting presentations was on offer with lots of 
technical help from Cora Num who enthused her 
audience about new smart ways to pursue 
Genealogy research and Bharath Mohan from 
Microsoft who educated us in all kinds of new 
‘offerings’ without frightening even the less 
technically minded in his audience.  
 

Senator Doug Cameron, a relaxed and 
entertaining speaker, seemed to enjoy his visit 
during which he launched the redeveloped 
Broadband for Seniors Website which was briefly 
showcased by David Cook from NEC. 
 

Eric Whitehouse, an ASCCA Director and our 
Conference MC; Jim Cook, President of 
Carrington Club at Camden and Jenny Willcox, 
also an ASCCA Director, and EO of Walpole 
Community Resource Centre in WA shared their 
ideas about “Innovative Ways Forward”. They 
shared ways to bring about appropriate and 
enjoyable participation in IT training in an 
environment where it has become increasingly 
necessary for seniors to have these skills to 
prevent feelings of isolation from the community. 
 

The afternoon concurrent sessions offered a 
wide choice of practical presentations to teach 
new skills and introduce emerging technology 
with afternoon tea afterwards to sustain us for 
the Annual General Meeting and Competition 
Presentations. 
 

Having our AGM as part of the conference has 
proved to be an excellent innovation in many 
ways. It is good to have as many 
representatives as possible from clubs all over 
Australia - all able to be involved in the business 
of ASCCA and the way we operate for the 
benefit of all our members. 
 

The second day of the conference was off to a 

flying start with the first three exciting speakers.    
Howard Bashford, the founder of FinerDay, 
which is a family friendly and secure social 
networking site, filled the whole audience with 
confidence as he demonstrated how his site can 
be linked with medical help and provide peace of 
mind for carers and family for those who are not 
as healthy as they might be.  
 

Janet Zanetis, a dedicated educator from 
CISCO, gave an insight into interactive high 
definition video conferencing and how it is being 
used in seniors’ villages to take the residents on 
tours of museums, art galleries and places of 
interest all over the world, in company with a 
guide who will answer questions and respond to 
the special interests of each particular audience. 
This looked so exciting we could think of lots of 
uses for such technology.   
 

We went to morning tea on a real “high” after 
listening to Dr. George Margelis who “thinks 
outside the square” and is fired with passion in 
his quest to improve the life and health of older 
people. We loved and supported his quest to 
convince politicians we would not need new 
hospitals (with photo opportunities for them 
when they cut a ribbon), if sustaining good 
health was taken seriously while making good 
use of all the amazing technologies available, to 
keep people well and provide services that 
would avoid the development of expensive 
emergency intervention later.  Then before 
lunch we heard the ever popular Peter Blasina 
take us on “A ride into the future” in his own 
inimitable and entertaining fashion.   
 

After lunch there was again a stimulating choice 
of great presentations.  Altogether there were so 
many good presentations it is hard to single out 
just a few to mention - so you should make a 
point of looking at the ASCCA website 
www.ascca.org.au to find and enjoy those 
presentations which have been made available 
for uploading on the website.  If you missed this 
conference make sure you don’t miss out in 
November 2013! 
 

If you were there we will see you again next time! 

Continued from  Page 1 

 

THANK YOU to all our wonderful 2012 Conference Speakers, our generous Sponsors and 
those enthusiastic Information Stand Holders who hauled boxes and trolley-loads of 
display material in and out of Rydges to show us their useful and clever services and 
products.   
 

We could not have done it without any of you, or without the support and help of our  
hard-working ASCCA Staff and our generous ASCCA Volunteers from Clubs everywhere. 
 

Everyone who attended also added to the success of our ASCCA 14th Australian Computer 
Conference for Seniors.  We hope to see you all again in 2013. 

http://www.ascca.org.au
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Club Website  Webmaster URL 
First Place Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Geoff Prosser http://shcug.org.au/ 

Second Place Eurobodalla Seniors Computer Users Group  Michael Hitchcock http://euroscug.org/ 
Third Place Computer Pals for Seniors Newcastle Inc. Bruce Carter http://www.computerpals.org.au/ 
Club Newsletter  Editor Newsletter Title 
First Place Brisbane Seniors On Line Association Inc. Pat Noad BSOL News & Views 
Second Place Computer Pals for Seniors Northern Beaches Inc. Corry Dancaster Pals by the Lake 

Third Place Eurobodolla Seniors Computer Users Group Diane Hay EuroSCUG Newsletter 

http://shcug.org.au/
http://euroscug.org/
http://www.computerpals.org.au/
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Photo Journalism    
First Place Sandra Kolisch Brisbane Seniors Online ‘Negative Reaction’ 

Second Place Valerie Osborne Endeavour Seniors Computer Club Inc. ‘Homeless’ 
Third Place Chris McQuillen AUSOM Incorporated ‘A Poppy for a Hero’ 

Highly Commended Alan Hadley Westlakes Seniors Computer Club Inc. ‘On the Land’ 

Photo Travel    

First Place Sue Block AUSOM Incorporated ‘Beats Dragging the Suitcase’ 
Second Place Coryn O’Nians Computer Pals for Seniors - Epping Inc. ‘Early Morning at Bow Lake,  Canada’ 
Third Place Chris Priestly Computer Pals for Seniors - Newcastle Inc. ‘Church of the Saviour of the Spilt Blood’ 

Highly Commended Grant Nichol Computer Pals for Seniors - The Hills ‘The Harbour at Marsaxlokk’ 

People/Portrait    

First Place Sue Block AUSOM Incorporated ‘Capture the Moment’ 
Second Place Grant Nichol Computer Pals for Seniors - The Hills ‘Village Smithy’ 

Third Place Alan Hadley Westlakes Seniors Computer Club Inc. ‘Holiday Snap’ 

Highly Commended Patricia Beal Computer Pals for Seniors - Epping Inc. ‘Village Lady’ 

Landscape/Seascape    
First Place Sue Block AUSOM Incorporated ‘A Walk in the Mist’ 

Second Place Kathleen Dempsey Brisbane Seniors Online ‘Gold Coast’ 

Third Place Ray Chatterton AUSOM Incorporated ‘The Hazards, Tasmania’ 

Highly Commented  Alan Hadley Westlakes Seniors Computer Club Inc. ‘Beached’ 
Landscape/ Structural /Manmade   

First Place Jenny Hapgood Eurobodalla Seniors Computer Users Group ‘Undulations - Bitumen over Sand Dunes’ 

Second Place Sue Block AUSOM Incorporated ‘The English Village’ 

Third Place Grant Nichol Computer Pals for Seniors - The Hills ‘Temple of Hera, Agrigento’ 
Highly Commended Patricia Beal Computer Pals for Seniors - Epping Inc. ‘Brunei Mosque’ 

Animals    

First Place Barry Porter Hurstville Seniors Computer Club Inc. ‘Superb Fairy Wren’ 

Second Place Coryn O’Nians Computer Pals for Seniors - Epping Inc. ‘Close Encounter in Canada’ 
Third Place Ray Chatterton AUSOM Incorporated ‘Paddy Melons, Tasmania’ 

Highly Commended Patricia Smith Mangrove Mountain Computer Club ‘Juvenile White-Necked Heron’ 

Highly Commended Erik Finger Brisbane Seniors Online ‘Look at Me’ 

Extreme Manipulation    

First Place Christine Pateman Westlakes Seniors Computer Club Inc. ‘Velvet Rose’ 

Second Place Ray Chatterton AUSOM Incorporated ‘A Carpet of Leaves’ 

Third Place Grant Nichol Computer Pals for Seniors - The Hills ‘My Veggie Garden in the Sun’ 
Highly Commended Harry Goyen Westlakes Seniors Computer Club Inc. ‘Harry’s Final’ 

2012 Grand Champion Individual  Grand Champion Club 
First Place Sue Block AUSOM Incorporated AUSOM Incorporated 
Second Place Grant Nichol Computer Pals for Seniors - The Hills Computer Pals for Seniors - Epping Inc. 
Third Place Ray Chatterton AUSOM Incorporated Westlakes Seniors Computer Club Inc. 

© Sandra Kolisch 

             © Sue Block 

© Grant Nichol 

© Barry Porter 
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Poetry    

First Place Carmel Smith Computer Pals for Seniors - Newcastle Inc. ‘You Idiot’ 
First Place Peter Mackinlay AUSOM Incorporated ‘On Prose Posing as Poetry’ 
Second Place Grant Nichol Computer Pals for Seniors - The Hills ‘The Dance of Molokai’ 
Third Place Meri Forrest Peel SeniorNet Association ‘To My Children’ 

Special Mention Grant Nichol Computer Pals for Seniors - The Hills ‘The Song of the Flea’ 
The Box    
First Place Deidre Mason Mangrove Mountain Computer Club ‘The Box - Mother’s Urn’ 

Second Place Carmel Smith Computer Pals for Seniors - Newcastle Inc. ‘The Red Velvet Box’ 
Third Place Barbara Bartlett Computer Pals for Seniors - Newcastle Inc. ‘The Cameo’ 

Third Place Carol Bagshaw Endeavour Seniors Computer Club ‘The Memory Man’s Box’ 
Special Mention Bruce Deitz Computer Pals for Seniors - Newcastle Inc. ‘Discard Recycled’ 

The Last Word    
First Place Brian Cowling Berry Computers for Seniors ‘Last Words’ 

Second Place Fred Schinkel Computer Pals for Seniors - Newcastle Inc. ‘The Last Word’ 
Third Place Lionel Mussell AUSOM Incorporated ‘You Behave Yourself’ 
Special Mention Carmel Smith Computer Pals for Seniors - Newcastle Inc. ‘And with those Last Words’ 

Special Mention Judy Young AUSOM Incorporated ‘The Man with the Shiny Floor’ 
Time to Panic    

First Place Fred Schinkel Computer Pals for Seniors - Newcastle Inc. ‘No Time to Panic’ 
Second Place Elizabeth Fraser ASCCA Cyber Club ‘Time to Panic - NO!’ 

Third Place Margaret Standaloft Computer Pals for Seniors Kensington Inc. ‘The Orchid’ 

Grand Champion  Writer Individual  Champion Club 
First Place Carmel Smith Computer Pals for Seniors - Newcastle Inc. Computer Pals for Seniors - Newcastle Inc. 

Second Place Fred Schinkel Computer Pals for Seniors - Newcastle Inc. AUSOM Incorporated 

    

Travel    
First Place Chris McQuillen AUSOM Incorporated ‘Barking Mad’ 

Second Place Judith Joyce Parramatta Computer Pals for Seniors Inc ‘Transportation to Old Sydney Town’ 
Third Place Lily Patterson Parramatta Computer Pals for Seniors Inc. ‘Nepean Belle’ 
Open    

First Place Bill Van der Meyden Endeavour Seniors Computer Club ‘The Story of Two Red Wattle Birds’ 
Second Place Judith Joyce Parramatta Computer Pals for Seniors Inc ‘Xander and the Box’ 

Third Place Coryn O’Nians Computer Pals for Seniors - Epping Inc. ‘Who Am I?’ 
Highly Commended Margaret Ewing Brisbane Seniors Online Association Inc. ‘A Forest Symphony’ 
Event    
First Place Valerie Osborne Endeavour Seniors Computer Club ‘Sculptures by the Sea’ 

First Place Judith Joyce Parramatta Computer Pals for Seniors Inc ‘ Celebrating NAIDOC’ 

Grand Champion Judith Joyce Parramatta Computer Pals for Seniors Inc.  
Best Photo Story Chris McQuillen AUSOM Incorporated   
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Elected Board Members  2012-2013 
 

Nan Bosler OAM, President  
Joan Craymer, Vice President  
Jim Parker, Treasurer 
Allan Mikkleson, Director  
Annette Stuckey, Director  
Eric Whitehouse, Director 
Jennifer Willcox, Director 

Created by Win Nielsen -  Computer 
Pals for Seniors Northern Beaches  

 

Thank You to everyone who entered the 
ASCCA Competitions in 2012 - without you 
all there would not have been a competition! 
 

Congratulations to all those who were 
successful in winning an award in any of the 
five competitions.  We certainly have some 
talented people in our ASCCA Clubs and some 
managed wins in more than one competition. 
 

It was good to see some new clubs entering for 
the first time and having success this year.   
 

Why not encourage your members to join 
in the fun and enter in 2013.   

The Manjimup Community 
Resource Centre Incorporated 
is a not for profit, community 
managed organisation in Manjimup 
in regional WA.  The Centre is part 
of the  network of 109 Community 
Resource Centres located in small 
rural communities in the state. 
 

A range of services and programs, 
which include training courses, 
photocopying, secretarial services, 
video-conferencing and group Skype 
and WIFI internet access; are 
offered in a purpose built facility.  
 

There is a welcoming atmosphere 
where individuals or community 
groups can access state of the art 
technology with help from 
professional staff. As part of the 
continuing program to extend 
services; 2012 has seen the 
establishment of a Seniors 
Computing Group aimed at helping 
seniors to make use of the centre’s 
many facilities.   
 

A Department of Regional 
Development and Lands (RDL) 
Network Special Projects Grant will 
enable the purchase of appropriate 

equipment for this purpose.  The 
Centre Coordinator, Ranui 
Donaldson said, “We are excited to 
now be members of the Australian 
Seniors Computer Club Association 
(ASCCA) - as this will give us 
excellent resources and support as 
we introduce this new program.  
We would like to say ‘thank you’ to 
ASCCA for your support and 
guidance.” 
 

With permanent room hirers in the 
centre delivering government 
support services such as Centrelink, 
Medicare, PVS Workfind, Community 
First, Job Southwest, Life Without 
Barriers, Australian Taxation Office, 
Department of Veteran Affairs and 
Government Information Services it 
will be important to educate the 
seniors to be able to access them 
with confidence. The Centre also 
supports and contributes to 
community project development and 
management through an existing 
volunteer referral program. 
 

Thanks to Ranui Donaldson for 
telling us all about our newest 
ASCCA Club. 



 
Membership of ASCCA is 
open to all Seniors 
Computer Clubs, 
Organisations with a 
membership including 
Seniors, and organisations 
that recognise the value of 
computer technology for 
Seniors. 
 

Cost of ASCCA membership 
Up to, and including, 40 
members - $110 Incl. GST 
Over 40 and up to 100 
members - $150 Incl. GST 
Over 100 members - $250 
Incl. GST  Corporate 
Membership also welcome. 
 

If you fit one of those 
categories and are 
interested in joining ASCCA 
please go to our website  
www.ascca.org.au  
or email office@ascca.org.au  
to find out how to start a 
club or read some of the 
advantages of joining 
ASCCA if you are an 
existing club.   
An Application Form is 
available on the website. 
 

DISCLAIMER: This newsletter 
is provided “As Is” without 
warranty of any kind. Each 
reader of the ASCCA 
newsletter assumes complete 
risk as to the accuracy and 
subsequent use of its contents.  
 

Newsletter Editor:  
Joan Craymer, Email: 
thewhistlers@optusnet.com
.au  Contributions are 
welcome.   Remember this 
is YOUR NEWSLETTER.  
Please take special note 
clubs outside Sydney and 
NSW.  Please forward 
contributions by email to 
the editor.  
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Page 8 Pass on this issue of the ASCCA newsletter by printing copies for distribution, 
or make a list of all your club members with email addresses and forward it to 
them.  It is of interest to each member of every club, not just Committee members. 
 

The newsletter can also be read and/or downloaded from our website:- 
www.ascca.org.au You are welcome to copy items from this newsletter but 
acknowledgment of ASCCA is required. 
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Over the past eleven years at 
Legacy House, Dee Why, The 
John Newton Memorial Legacy 
Computer Club, with the 
assistance of their Patron, Nan 
Bosler, has helped hundreds of 
Legacy Widows become computer 
literate.  
 

They have been taught to word 
process, email, surf the net, make 
and design personalized greeting 
cards, research their family tree 
and write their memoirs.  These 
are just a few of the skills they 
have acquired. 
 

To assist  in the welfare of families 
of deceased and incapacitated  
veterans, a number of Legacy 
properties have recently been sold.   
Fortunately, with the offer of 
Harbord Diggers (part of the 
Mounties Group) to accommodate 
the Legacy Computer Club, all of 

their programs from Dee Why will 
be able to continue. 
 

Up until the present time the 
Computer Club  has only been able 
to accept Legacy widows, however 
they  will now be in a position to 
offer membership and one on one 
training to all service personnel, 
and their spouses, past and 
present.  Classes of one hour are 
held during school terms each 
Monday morning between 9.30am 
and 12.30pm. The cost per term is 
$20.00  For further information 
contact Legatee Vincent Svensson   
0402 208651 or Legatee Elizabeth 
Hillton-Svensson 0413 884481 or 
(02) 9451 5451  
 

The club is now using laptops at 
their new location. Shirley Kellock 
is President and the person on the 
right of this photo (taken at the old 
club) is Elizabeth Hillton-Svensson. 

 

 

http://www.ascca.org.au
mailto:office@ascca.org.au
mailto:thewhistlers@optusnet.com
http://www.ascca.org.au
http://www.ascca.org.au
mailto:office@ascca.org.au
mailto:cdo@ascca.org.au
mailto:cdo@ascca.org.au
mailto:ascca@ascca.org.au
mailto:office@ascca.org.au

